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Chapter 1: Introduction / Dutch Research Agenda — Health Inequalities

Introduction

Background

Whatdoes the Netherlands wantto know? This was theidea behind the creation of the Dutch
ResearchAgenda (Dutch acronym NWA). The NWA has been created by an innovative process with
input fromscientists and citizens: the Dutch general publicwas invited to submit questions about
scienceonline. The national knowledge community, united inthe Knowledge Coalition?, grouped the
questions collected into 140 cluster questions that were used to formulate 25 routes?.

The NWAincludes questions where coordination and cooperation have added valuein order to
achievescientificandsocietal breakthroughs. The NWA therefore encourages cooperation between
the various partnersto ensurethatthe wholeis morethanthesum of the parts. Theaim of the NWAs
to make a positive, structural contributionto the global knowledge society of tomorrow, inwhich new
knowl edge flows easily from researcher to userand new questions arising from practice andsociety
lead quickly and automatically to new research.

The coreelements of the NWAare:

— The substantive agenda constituted by the 25 routes and 140 cluster questions;

— The knowl edge-chain-wide approach?, which means that NWA projects encompass fundamental,
applied and practice-oriented research. This means that knowledgeinstitutes, universities and
applied and practice-oriented researchinstitutions all worktogether in the NWA.

— Bringingdisciplines together:theresearch isinterdisciplinary;

— Closecooperation between science and society: between researchers, civil society organisations
(both publicand private) and the general public, and activelygiving backtheresults to society and
dialogue/interactionwithsociety.

In 2018, the Ministry of OCW entrusted NWO with implementing the Dutch Research Agenda. The
NWA comprises four programme lines*:

1. ResearchalongRoutes by Consortia (ORC);

2. Thematic Programminginconsultationwith government ministries;

3. Innovations and Networks;

4. Science Communication and Outreach.

The call for proposalson the theme of Health Inequalities — Promoting the Health Potential of People
with Lower Socioeconomic Statusis beingissued as part of programme line 2 of the NWA programme.
The callis beinginitiated by the Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport. The Ministry of Social Affairs
and Employmentisalsoinvolved. Itties in with other ongoing and recently completed programmes
administered by ZonMw and NWO on the subject of reducing socioeconomic healthinequalities®.

1 The Knowledge Coalition consists of Dutch research universities (VSNU), universities of applied sciences (VH), university medical

centres (NFU), the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences (KNAW), the Dutch Research Council (NWQO), employers
(VNO-NCW and MKB-Nederland) and the institutes for applied research (TNO/TO2).

2 The 25 routes and associated cluster questions can be found at https://wetenschapsagenda.nl/overzicht-routes/, the 140 cluster

questions can also be downloaded as a PDF from https://wetenschapsagenda.nl/publicatie/nationale-wetenschapsagenda-
nederlands/ (in Dutch).

3 The broad knowledge chain in NWA call encompasses the public knowledge institutions: universities of applied sciences,

universities, NWO and KNAW institutes, university medical centres and TO2 institutes, as well as other public knowledge
organisations such as National Knowledge Institutes (see Annex 6.1 for a full list of public knowledge organisations).

4 More information about the different programme lines is available at https://www.nwo.nl/en/research-and-

results/programmes/dutch+national+research+agenda

5 Quality of life and health; socioeconomic health inequalities prevention programme; see also the Healthy Communities project

catalogue


https://wetenschapsagenda.nl/overzicht-routes/
https://wetenschapsagenda.nl/publicatie/nationale-wetenschapsagenda-nederlands/
https://wetenschapsagenda.nl/publicatie/nationale-wetenschapsagenda-nederlands/
https://www.nwo.nl/en/research-and-results/programmes/dutch+national+research+agenda
https://www.nwo.nl/en/research-and-results/programmes/dutch+national+research+agenda
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Inthis callitisimportant that consideration be given to knowledge transfer, knowledge utilisationand
the applicationof theresults throughout the duration of the projects. This approachwill guarantee
optimum societal embedding of the call and generate support for use of the outcomes inpolicy and
implementation.

The decision-making body forthis NWA call is the NWO executive board. This means thatthe NWO
GrantRules 2017 apply to this call. The call procedure is being administered by ZonMw

Available budget

A maximum of €1 million is available for research projects in phaseIl. Amaximum of €835,000is
availablefor thejoint synthesis projectinphaselll.

Validity of the call for proposals

This call for proposals comprises three phases:

— phasel:submission of pre-proposals;

— phasell:submission of full proposals;

— phaselll:submission of proposals fora joint project by researchers from successful applicant
consortia.

This call for proposals, Health Inequalities —Promoting the Health Potential of People with Lower
Socioeconomic Status, will remain valid untilthe date on whichthe synthesisprojectis confirmed or, if

no phasellltakes place, until the confirmation of the final project to beawarded fundingin phasell.

The deadlines for submission of proposals inthe different phases are listed insection 3.3; thedates on
which decisions are expected are listed in the schedulein section4.1.
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Aim
Aim of the programme

The WRR Policy Brief 7 ‘From Disparity to Potential’ published in 2018 reveals that disease prevention
and health promotion policy inthe healthcare system has hel ped make residents of the Netherlands
more healthy. Life expectancyhas risenandpeople remain ingood health for longer. The Policy Brief
alsoconcludes, however, that this does notapplyto all groups in Dutch society, andthat relatively
large health gaps also exist, particularly affecting people with lower socioeconomic status. This means
thata greatdeal of additional health potential is there to be exploited. The present programmeis
concerned mainlywith research into howthis health potential can be utilised, andaims to yield results
thatconstitute a breakthroughfor policymakers, practitioners and society atlarge.

The size of the group affected is difficult to ascertain, given the fact that socioeconomic status can be
defined and measuredin various ways —on the basis of income, for example, or of professional status
or level of education. Providing a simple definitionis a complexmatter, because theimpact of these
factors changes over time. Level of educationcompleted is theindicator most commonly used inthe
Netherlands, generally based on the Statistics Netherlands categorisationinto low, intermediate and
high.® According to this definition, in 2018 29% of adults overtheage of 25 had alow level of
education. Using level of income or the poverty line gives a different picture:in2018 8% of households
inthe Netherlands metthe criterion for ‘lowincome’,” andin 2017 6% of the population lived in
poverty.

Weaskthateachproject provide a clear definition of lower socioeconomicstatus (see 2.1.3).

This call for proposals invites knowledge institutions, societal stakeholders and parties from healthcare
practiceto forma broad consortium to collaborate on a large-scale research programme on achieving
health gains and avoiding health losses among people with lower socioeconomic status. Health
inequalities couldbereduced if the health potential of this group were exploited more effectively. The
consortiawill work on aninterdisciplinary basis, with members representing the entire knowledge
chain, from fundamental to applied research. Implementation of the expected results should be
explicitly considered and should form part of the research programme. Parties from healthcare
practiceand target groups should beinvolvedin theresearchina meaningful way.

Dutch Research Agenda

This call for proposalsis part of the ‘NWA Healthcare Research, Disease Prevention and Treatment
Route’.2Research on this route should contribute to health in the broad sense: not onlythe absence of
disease, butalso livingin good perceived health, andin terms of people’s capacity to adaptand
manage their own health in the face of the social, physical and emotional challenges of life, as well as
investingin prevention from a systems perspective (inter- and transdisciplinary). Therearealso
connections with the ‘Route to Resilient Societies’,® particularly the described breakthroughs in terms

6 Statistics Netherlands takes people with a low level of education to be those who have completed only primary school, pre-
vocational education, the first three years of senior general secondary education (HAVO) / pre-university education (VWO) or
secondary vocational education assistant training (MBO-1). An intermediate level of education refers to people who have
completed HAVO/VWO, basic vocational training (MBO-2), professional training (MBO-3) or middle-management and specialist
training (MBO-4). Those who have a degree from a universtity of applied sciences or a research university are regarded as having
a high level of education (CBS).

7To determine whether a household has a low income, its disposable income (excluding earmarked payments such as housing
benefit/rent allowance) is converted to a standardised income. This standardised income is then converted to 2000 prices (using
the price index for family consumption). The resulting standardised and deflated income is regarded as low if it falls below 9250
euros. This is roughly equivalent to the purchasing power of income support for a single person living alone in 1979, when it was
atits highest (CBS).

8 See https://www.wetenschapsagenda.nl/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Route6_NWA-DEEL-I-PORTFOLIO-DEFINITIEF-05092016. pdf

9 https://www.routevzs.nl/


https://www.wrr.nl/publicaties/policy-briefs/2018/08/27/van-verschil-naar-potentieel.-een-realistisch-perspectief-op-de-sociaaleconomische-gezondheidsverschillen
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of new forms of work and value creation, and new forms of inclusiveness and cohesion. Finally, the
‘NWA Youth Development, Upbringing and Education Route’ *° refers to breakthroughs interms of
diversity andinequalityas key focal areas, particularly the fact thata high level of diversity of
backgrounds and characteristicsamong young peopleis too often associated withinequality in terms
of their startinlife, their opportunities and the effectiveness of disease preventionefforts and
interventions. The need identified for research into factors that have a bearing on intergenerational
transferof disadvantage and risk, rangingfrom low levels of literacyto child abuse, touch uponthe
topic of thethematic programme exploring better ways of exploiting the health potential of people
with a lower socioeconomic status.

The spirit of the NWA

Projects performedin the frameworkof the NWAare designed to achieve breakthroughs for society.
The broad, innovative character of the NWA s reflected in the interdisciplinarity and transdisciplinarity
of projects. To make breakthroughs possible, the focus is on makingconnections. In other words, on
collaborationin broad-based consortia that encompass the entire knowledge chain (fundamental,
applied and practice-oriented research). Itis vital for the achievement of the programme’s objectives
to ensure practitioners are actively connected with and involved in research. Societal partners from
public and/orsemi-publicsectors and/or industryare therefore broughtinto consortia. The
involvement of the target group is vital to ensure good implementation of theresearch. Target groups
(and their representatives) musthavea rolein the consortia to enable themto have proper inputinto
the research and the draftingof the grantapplication. Itisimportant that consortiainclude the
necessary expertise, demonstrable knowledge, innovative capacity and a variety of stakeholdersin
order to achieve breakthroughs in knowledge developmentand in practice. Theresearch, andlater
alsothesynthesis project,** must have added benefits for all parties, leadingto s pecific, well-founded
potential courses of actionspanning several scientific domains that allow health potential to be more
effectively exploited from a systems perspective (see 2.2).

As mentioned above, theresearchshould beinterdisciplinary and transdisciplinary.*? Interdisciplinary
means thatthevarious research disciplines should integrate their efforts and arrive atintegrated
resultsinresponseto theintegrated research question (or questions). Transdisciplinary means that
scientists and other societal actors should work in interaction on ways of tackling societal problems
(co-creation). With thisin mind, eachconsortium will have to include a broad range of disciplines,
combininginsights fromfields like psychologyandbehavioural science, health sciences, public
administration, sociology, philosophyandethics, linguistics and communication with knowledge of
systems and of the social and physicalcontext. The consortia will thus be encouraged to approach their
research from unusual perspectives.

Promoting the health potential of people with lower socioeconomicstatus

The goal of Health Inequalities — Promoting the Health Potential of People with Lower Socioeconomic
Statusis to perform empirical researchin several settings, based on a systems approach thatreflects
the complexity of health inequalities between groups, examining cross-domain approaches designed
to sustainably improve the health of people with lower socioeconomic status, with the involvement of
a range of relevant stakeholders (citizens, publicauthorities, industry, education, healthcareand
welfare organisations etc.). Each projectshould clearly defineits target group of people with lower
socioeconomic status. The goal of the joint project will be to identify potential courses of actionthat
areworkable for all or some of the target groups of the individual projects.

10 https://wetenschapsagenda. nl/route/jeugd-in-ontwik keling-o pvoeding-en-o nderwijs/

11n phase 11 the successful applicant consortia will implement a joint project to collate and synthesise general characteristics and

knowledge from a comparison of the different cases with a view to obtaining a generic understanding of the complex system and
the scalability of the potential courses of action; see section 2.3.

12 https: //www.scienceguide. nl/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/201511 16-advies-inte rdis ciplinariteit-dja-web.pdf en

https://nl.wikibooks.org/wiki/Onderwijs_in_relatie_tot_P2P/Transdisciplinair


https://www.scienceguide.nl/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/20151116-advies-interdisciplinariteit-dja-web.pdf
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Scienfific framework for phases land I

Reducinginequalities in health between different socioeconomicgroups has been a longstanding
challengefor society. None of the many initiatives and measures introduced so far has managed to
reversethetrend. Indeed, despiteall the research, policy measures and interventions designed to
reduce healthinequality, they have notdecreased in recentyears, and some studies show thatthey
haveinfactincreased.

Over the pastfew decades, manyscientific disciplines have worked on methods for improving the
health of people with lower socioeconomic status. Epidemiological studies have shownthat health
gaps are often associated with behaviours like smoking, bad diet andlack of exercise. Medical and
psychological research has clearly shownthatsmokingandobesity are by no means merelya matter of
choosing a particular formof behaviour. They involve complex physical processes in which hormones
and neurotransmitters alsoplay a key role, for example. Geneticists have tried to identify the influence
of genes on educational opportunity and on health. Epidemiologists, sociologists and economist have
alsohighlighted therelationship between healthandsocial context. Healthgaps are, for example,
strongly correlated with poverty, inadequate social networks anda person’s livingand working
environment. Economicstudies suggest thattheimpact ofincome on healthcanvary during a person’s
life,and often has the strongestimpactin childhood. Sociologicalresearchhas revealed thataccess to
healthcareandother servicesis problematicfor many people, particularly people withlowlevels of
literacyandpeople froma migrant background. It has also been shown that living with s carcity (of
income, time, or social support) is a leadingsource of chronic stress, whichhas a majorimpacton
health and mental wellbeing. Anthropologists have pointed out that manymeasures taken to close
health gapsarenotappropriate to people’s lived experience and the meanings they associate with
their life. Inshort, many studies of health gaps have shownthatthisis a complex and intractable
problem.

Although health gaps area complex phenomenon, most studies have tended to be reductionist,
dividing the causes of health gapsinto individual components, such as biological processes, s pecific
behaviours or economicfactors. Slowly but surely, we are coming to realise that we need other
knowledgein order to understand and improve the health of people with |ower socioeconomicstatus.
This has been prompted by disappointing results frominterventions in single institutional domains,
often focused on the behaviour of individualsandrequiringa large degree of self-discipline, and by
growing awareness that people with lower socioeconomic status must be much more closelyinvolved
ininterventions thataffectthem. Threethings are therefore needed if we are to more effectively
exploitthe health potential of people with lower socioeconomic status.

Firstly, the health of different population groups mustbe understoodas the outcome of complex,
interconnected and interactingdynamics on several scales and indifferent periods. Inother words,
changes to parts of the system are not enough. We need to think andact on the basis of a systems
approach inorderto actually improve the health of people withlower socioeconomic status. In doing
so,wemustalsobearinmindthat policy measures and interventions often have unforeseen and
unintended effects, partly because they are dependent on broader developmentsin society andon
policy measuresin many institutional domains. Developments inwork, educationand housing,
international macroeconomiccircumstances and developments in science and politics often havean
unexpected impact on publichealth. The COVID-19 pandemicis for exampleimpacting onall areas of
policy, whichinturninfluence the health of certaingroupsinsociety.
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Secondly, itisimportant when studying the effectiveness of anapproachandwhen devel oping
potential courses of actionto consider the actor’s perspective. In this study, we are concerned with
institutional actors thatplay a rolein theapproaches proposed (civil servants, GPs, social workers,
educators, other professionals). They arethe ones who will haveto putthe approachesinto practice.
But we arealso concerned with the people who arethe target of theapproaches —people with lower
socioeconomic status —because the proposed changes will impact on theirlives. Itisimportant to
considerdiversity, too, as there are major differences within the large group of people defined as
having lower socioeconomic status. Wherever initiatives are devel oped, they will have to be
appropriate andbeneficial to the group in question. The group will also have to beinvolvedin defining
the success of the initiatives.

Thirdly, oneimportant prerequisite for achievinghealth gainsis that the target groupshould
participateinthe development of measures. Thisimplies, among other things, that collaboration with
peoplefromthetargetgroup will berequiredat certain pointsinthe research process, that the
research must be conducted with respectfor thetarget group, andalso that the target group must
regard the approach developed as legitimate because, for example, itis consistent withthe way they
experience health andthe circumstances thataffect health. The proposal shouldstate clearly what
formthis participation will take, which might differ from project to project.

Whatis newabouttheresearchthatisthefocus of this call? There are already examples of
interventions or approaches designed to improve the health of people with lower socioeconomic
status, promoting healthy behaviourlike regular exercise, or improved workingconditions, for
example. These approaches often involve several domains, and arereferred to as ‘integrated’. The goal
of this programmeis to go one step further than anintegrated approach, and developinterventions
and measures based on a systems approach. Suchapproaches typically take better account of the
complex dynamics underlying health inequalities, whichinteract at several levels (the individual,
community, society etc.) and on different time scales (e.g. thelife course perspective). They also
considerthe broader social developments that affect these dynamics, and takeinto account
unintended effects. The systems approach applies to the measures andinterventions themselves, and
alsoto their large-scale implementation.

The proposed measures and interventions must fitinto the frameworkof a systems approach as
outlined here. Note however that several different theoreticaland conceptual system approaches
exist:social systems theory, sociotechnical systems theory, complex adaptive systems, organisational
learning theories, ecologicalapproaches. The proposalshould present arguments to support the choice
of a particularsystems approach.

The programmethus aims to create a challenging link between systems theories approaches to
achieving health gains among people with lower socioeconomic status and empirical research into
specific, cross-domainapproaches. Asystems approachwill be used to identify and define promising
breakthroughs that might potentially enhance health potential among people withlower
socioeconomic status, andempirical research will examine how certainapproaches can achieve these
breakthroughs. Empirical studies might focus on existing approaches or on new approaches still under
development. To do justice to the complexity of a systems approach, qualitative and/or observational
research based on detailed surveys or administrative data sources may be performed, or simulation
models used to complementintervention studies.
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Inview of the systems approach, multiple sectors will have to beinvolvedin the measures and
interventions to be studied (e.g. work & income, education, youth services, spatial planning etc.), and
various policy areas will have to be brought together. The measures and interventions will need to be
introduced in a settingthatis defined either geographically (e.g. a certain municipality), or interms of
certaincharacteristics of the population (e.g. people with debt problems), on the basis of a practical
context (e.g. primary schools), or of the policy areas concerned (e.g. collaboration between ministries).
Health canbe defined in many different ways for this purpose, from objectively (e.g. chronic
conditions) to subjectively(e.g. quality of life, mental wellbeing), and from prerequisites for health
(e.g. resilience, or healthyhabits) to outcomes (e.g. mortality). Implementation and impact must be
the guiding factors fromthe outset. Specificsteps to ensure thisis thecase mustbesetoutina

knowl edge utilisation plan (see section 4.2). Applicants shouldinvolve the appropriate stakeholdersin
order to achieveimpact.

The expectation is thatthe programme will have scope to fund four projects. Each project should focus
on two or more settings. By comparing settings, each project will provide anidea of how successful the
chosen systems approachis likely to be, the effect of the underlyingchange mechanisms and the
efficacy of relevant potential courses of actionfor various actors in those settings. These insights will
help the knowledge obtained from the projects be generalised to other contexts. Forthe purposes of
broader generalisation, ajoint project will collate and synthesise the knowledge from the settings of
the selected projects (see Phase Il below).

Scienfific framework for phase |l

Ajointproject by the successful applicant consortia willcollate and synthesise the general
characteristics and knowledge derived from the different cases for the purposes of comparability,
generic insights into the complex system andthe scalability of potential courses of action. This project
will prepare for the jointlaunch of the programme, define the target group (people with lower
socioeconomic status) and monitor what knowledge needs to be shared (between projects and with
the supervisorycommittee, see section3.5.6), parallel to the activities in the individual projects. The
jointproject will also compare the separate projects, and by synthesising them will provide insightinto
the complex dynamics underlying failure to make full use of health potential, and i nto the scalability of
potential courses of action.

This project will also set out recommendations for sustainable policy and generate insightinto what
supportactors can be given to improve their expertise and their actions. Finally, additional research
will be performed as part of this joint projectinto the cross-domain probability of achieving
breakthroughs andthe potential obstacles to major health gainsinthetarget group (or certain
sections of it). This might for example take the form of a validationinan independent setting. The joint
projectwill also take a step towards | arger-scaleimplementation, considering what connections are
needed to ensure moreimpact, how thevarious actors perceiveit, andthe possible side-effects of
scaling up or shifting to another setting. This aspect of the project will be defined in consultationwith
the supervisorycommittee. Inaddition, a focus group (seesection3.5.6) will be established, with
members fromthetarget group. They will be asked to reflect on the outcomes of the different projects
and of thejoint project. The validity of the explanatory conclusions and the legitimacy of the proposed
measures and interventions will beimportantin this respect. In thejoint project application the
participants should describe what form this synthesis will take.

€835,000is available for the synthesis project, with a maximum duration of 30 months.

e Collategeneral characteristics and knowledge from the comparison of the different cases
Synthesise forgeneric insightintothe complex system andthe s calability of potential
courses of action

e Makerecommendations for sustainable policy

e Provideinsights to support stakeholdersin the complex adaptive system (enhance their
expertiseand theiractions)
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Guidelines for applicants

Who can apply

Proposals shouldbe submitted by a consortiuminwhichthevarious types of researchin the
knowledge chain (fundamental, applied and practice-oriented) must be represented.

The consortiafor the projects awarded grants in phase Il will form a single new consortiumin phase 1l
to submita newjointapplication, provided at |easttwo applications have been successful inphasell.
Co-financiers (section 3.1.3) and cooperation partners (3.1.4) maybe added to thejoint consortiumor
working group for phases IlandIll. Arguments should be presented in support of the additional benefit
of any new co-financiers/cooperation partners, which will be assessed by the assessment committee.
However, no main applicant or applicants as described in sections 3.1.1 and 3.1.2 may be added to the
consortium, unless the assessment committee has concluded that s pecific necessaryexpertiseis
lacking for thejoint projectto be performed in phaselll. In that case, the assessment committee may
advisetheselected participants to invite a party with specific expertise to join the consortium.

Additional conditions:

Therearefour categories of participant within a consortium:
1. Mainapplicant®

2. Applicant(s)

3. Co-financier(s)

4. Cooperationpartners

The application should describe the following for each participant:
— the participant’sroleinthe consortium;
— the participant’s contributionto the proposed project.

Mainapplicant

Inphases|and Ilthe main applicant will submit the application on behalf of the consortium, and will
liaise with ZonMw and NWO. Inphase Il a single main applicant will be agreed on and appointed by
the consortium participants. This mainapplicant will submit the application on behalf of the joint
consortium, and will liaise with ZonMw and NWO.

The main applicant receives the funding and is responsible, on behalf of the consortium, for scientific
coherence, results andfinancial accountability.

Researchers'* from the following knowledge institutions may actas mainapplicants:

— Universities established in the Kingdom of the Netherlands

— University medical centres

— NWO and KNAW institutes

— Universities of appliedsciences, as referred to in section 1.8 of the Higher EducationandResearch
Act (Wetop het hoger onderwijs en wetenschappelijk onderzoek, WHW)

— TO2institutes®

— the Netherlands Cancer Institute

— the Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics in Nijmegen

— the DUBBLEBeamlineatthe ESRFin Grenoble

— NCB Naturalis

Bsee paragraph 1.1 and 1.2 of the NWO Grant Rules 2017. Main applicants are referred to as principal applicants in the terms and

conditions; applicants are referred to as co-applicants. In this round, ZonMw stipulates that the principal applicant and the main
applicant should be the same person.

14 I this call for proposals ‘researchers’ refers to both women and men.

15 The members of the TO2 federation are Deltares, Marin, NLR, TNO and WUR/DLO. See also http://www.to2-federatie.nl (in Dutch)
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— Advanced Research Centre for NanoLithography (ARCNL)
—  Princess Maxima Centre

The main applicantshould:

— haveobtained a PhD degree, or be a lectoror senior researcher;

— andhavean appointment period forat|eastthe entire duration of the research forwhichthe grant
is beingapplied for. Personnel with a zero-hour appointmentis excluded from applying.

A lector or senior researcher employed by a university of applied sciences or TO2 institute mustbe
ableto demonstrate three or moreyears of research experiencein order to actas main applicant.

An exception to therequired duration of appointment may be madefor:

— lectors employed by a university of applied sciences andsenior researchers employed by a
university of applied sciences or TO2 institute undera temporary appointment that does not cover
the entire duration of the project;

— applicants with a ‘tenure track’ appointmentthatdoes not cover the entire duration of the project.

If main applicants take up any of the above exceptions, they must demonstrate by letter that
adequate supervisionfor all researchers for whom funding is requested will be guaranteed for the full
duration of theresearch.

The main applicant maysubmit only oneapplication ineach phasein the capacity of mainapplicant. A
main applicant may furthermore take partin no morethan one other consortiumas an applicant.

Applicant(s)

An applicantis a participantinthe consortiumand receives funding via the mainapplicant.
An applicant may participatein no more thantwo consortia.
A consortiummayinclude morethanoneapplicant.

Applicants maybe affiliated to the institutions listed insection 3.1.1 or to the public knowledge
organisations listed in annex 6.1, butalso to other organisations.

Ifan applicantis affiliated to an organisation thatis notlisted in section3.1.1 orannex 6.1, then that
organisation must meet the cumulative criteriaindicated below:

— belocatedinthe Netherlandsand

— havea public taskand

— carryoutresearch independently and

— haveno profit motive other than for the purposes of conducting further research.

NB: Beforean applicationis submitted, NWO should assess whether the organisation meets all these

criteriaand may therefore participate as an applicant. An assessment formis available for this purpose

on the NWO funding page. The organisation of theintended applicant should submit the completed

formby email atleast 10 working days before the deadline, accompanied by at | east the following

documents:

— arecentofficial copy of the organisation’s registration with the chamber of commerce;

— the deed of establishment or current articles of association or another current official document
providing evidence of the organisation’s publictask and its non-profit status;

— the mostrecentannualaccounts available, certified by anaccountant.

Other relevant documentationmay alsobe attached. NWO mayrequest additional informationif the
above documents do not provide conclusive evidence that the organisationis eligibletoactasan
applicant.

If the applicants have not been assessed by NWOinadvance, NWO will be unableto take the
applicationintoconsideration.
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If new applicants added to the consortiuminthe full proposal andthese new applicants are not
affiliated to aninstitutionlisted in section3.1.1 orannex 6.1, they must be assessed to ensure they
comply withthe conditions. Again, the completed assessment form and documents listed above must
be submitted by email atleast 10 working days before the deadline for submission of applications
specifiedin section 3.3.

NWO will notaward funding if, inits view, the provision of funding would constitute State aid within
the meaning of Article 107 of the Treaty on the Functioningof the EuropeanUnion.

Co-financier(s)

Co-financingis not mandatory inthis call. Co-financiers are organisations that participateinthe
consortiumand make anin-cash and/orin-kind contributionto the project. Co-financiers never receive
a grantfrom NWO. The conditions relating to co-financing are specified insection 3.5.2.

Knowledge institutions that participate inapplications in accordance with the description given in
section 3.1.1 maynot participatein this call for proposalsas co-financiers, with the exceptionof TO2
institutes. They may participatein a consortium as a co-financier, provided they do not also participate
inthesameconsortiumasthe main applicantor asanapplicant.

Cooperation partners

A cooperation partner is a party that does not receive funding and does not contribute co-funding to
the proposal butis closelyinvolved inconductingthe research and/or in knowledge utilization. This
may include parties thatareinvolved via participationin an advisory, guidance or user committee, or
partiesthatareunableto capitalize their contributioninadvance. Itis not mandatoryto have
cooperation partners.

NB: No funding mayberequested forsalary orresearch costs for staff of organisations participating as
cooperation partners in the consortium unless they are contracted in as third parties under the
‘Material costs’ module, or the ‘Knowledge utilisation’ module (see section 3.2).

What can be applied for

Interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary consortia may submit applications. Using the budget available
(1.2), grants of up to 1 million euros willbe awarded to research projects with a maximum duration of
48 months. Up to 835,000 euros will be awardedto a joint synthesis project.

The budget modules (including the maximum amounts) thatare available withinthis call for proposals
arestatedinthetablebelow. You shouldonly request that whichis essential for realisingthe research.

Budget module Maximum amount

PhD Inaccordance with VSNU or NFU rates?®
Professional Doctoratein Engineering in combinationwith PhDs and/or postdoc(s), in
(PDENng) accordance with VSNU or NFU rates'®

Postdoc Inaccordance with VSNU or NFU rates?6

Non-scientificstaffat (NSS) universities €100,000, accordingto VSNU or NFU rates*® in
combinationwith PhDs and/or postdoc(s)

Other scientificstaff (OSS) at universities | €100,000, in combination with PhDs and/or postdoc(s)

Researchleave 5 months, 1 fte, according to VSNU or NFU rates %6

For personnel outside the Netherlands, the local rates are reimbursed up to a maximum of the VSNU rates.


https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A12012E%2FTXT
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Personnel of universities of applied In accordance with cost-recovery rate based on Public
sciences andother institutions (such as Sector Rates Guide 2017 (HOT), no maximum applies
applied researchorganisations (TO2),

National Knowledge Institutes and other

public knowledge organisations)

Material costs € 15,000 per year per scientific position (incl. posts at
universities of applied sciences and other
institutions/applicants)

Knowledge utilisation Phasell:atleast 5% and no morethan 10% of the total
budget requested
Phaselll:atleast 10% andno morethan20% of the
total budget requested

Internationalisation €25,000
Money follows Cooperation less than 50% of the total budget requested
Project management Phasell:up to 5% of the total budget requested

Phaselll:up to 5% of the total budget requested
Maximumdepends on budget requested

Further informationon the budget modules can befoundin annex6.2.
Only a brief budget projection is required forthe pre-proposal (phasel).

When compiling the budget projectionfor the full proposal and the synthesis project (phases Ilandlll),
arguments should be presented demonstratinghow the proposeditemised expenditure will contribute
to the proposed project. Abudget projection form will be made available. This must be completed and
submitted withthefull proposal.

Involvement of civilians, so-called ‘citizenscience’, might have an added value to the quality of science.
They could offer data andinsights that would not be available for science in other set-ups. NWO wants
to finance citizen science as well and offers the possibility from 2020 onwards to apply for
reimbursement of citizen involvementinresearch projects via the budget module ‘material, project-
related goods or services, work by third parties’. This module offers researchers a possibility; this is by
no means an obligation. Researchers candecide whether the involvement of citizens is desirableand
howthe budgetis usedfor this (e.g. reimbursement of expenses for civilians, offering skill training or
technical aids for participating citizens).

When can applications be submitted

The Health Inequalities —Promoting the Health Potential of People with Lower Socioeconomic Status

call consists of three phases (see 3.4), withthe following deadlines.

— The deadline for submission of pre-proposals (phase ) is 23 March 2021 14:00:00 CE(S)T.

— The deadline for submission of full proposals (phase Il) is 28 Se ptember 2021 14:00:00 CE(S)T.

— The deadline for submission of proposals for the joint project (phase I1l)is 26 Se ptember 2023 14:00:00
CE(S)T.

Before submittinga pre-proposal, main applicants are requested to give prior notice of the consortium
partners’intention to do so by 25 February 2021. See 3.4.1 for moreinformation. Prior noticeis
mandatory.

When you submityourapplicationinProjectNet you will also need to enter additional details online.
You shouldtherefore start submitting yourapplicationatleast one day before the deadline.
Applications submitted after the deadline will not be taken into consideration
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Preparing an application

Pre-proposal

If youintend to submita pre-proposal, you are requested, for organisationalreasons, to ZonMw give
prior notice of this fact no laterthan 25 February 2021. Send an email to PreventieNWA@zonmw.nl
giving a brief summaryon oneside of A4 describing the planned researchandthe system approach(es)
onwhichitwillbebased, the policy areas on which the research will focus (see section 2.2 for
examples) and the setting in which this will take place. Giving prior notice does not oblige you to
submita pre-proposal.

Phase I: drafting the pre-proposal

A pre-proposalgives a brief description of your project so that the programme committee can assess
its relevance andoverallquality. Use ProjectNet to submit your pre-proposal. Describe the goal of your
project, its relevance, feasibility, the current situation regarding the subject of yourresearch, the
membershipof the consortium and the general design. Pre-proposals must be submitted in English.
You may only submita pre-proposal if you have given prior notice of your intentionto do so (see
3.4.1).

Tips: Make sure that your application complieswiththe NWO grant terms and conditions 2017. You should
alsoreadthiscall for proposals carefully, taking particular note of the assessment criteria, whichare
important forthe assessment of your pre-proposal. Give prior notice in good time; do not wait until the last
day. If you have any questions, please contact the programme secretary or programme manager (contact

details are giveninsection5.1.1).

Usethe pre-proposal formformatto submit your pre-proposal. The formincludes instructions for
drafting your pre-proposal, which is a less detailed version of the full proposal. You should describe
the main elements of yourapplication. Details should be given in the full proposal. The procedureisas
follows:

— Download the pre-proposal form fromthe ZonMw or NWO website (at the bottom of the page on
the fundinginstrumentinquestion).

— Completethepre-proposal forminEnglish.

— Savetheformin PDFformatand upload itto ProjectNet.

— Providea brief budget projection on the application form. You are requested to specify the amount
being requested foreachitemin the budget projection. Ifa contractis beingawarded toan
organisationthatis nota co-applicant, please s pecify the cost of this contract. These amounts can
be adjusted in thefull proposal. The total amount of funding requested in the full proposal may not
be any morethan 15% higher than the amount requested inthe pre-proposal.

— Reservepartofyourbudget (atleast 5%) for communication and implementation (C&I). Include
this in your budget projection.

— When submitting your pre-proposal, you will be asked in ProjectNet to suggest four reviewers. You
may alsoindicatethatyou do not wish a specificexpertto be approached to review your
application.

— Completetherestofthe procedureinProjectNet.

Attachments:

No attachments may be submitted with the pre-proposal.

Phase II: draffing the full proposal

Full proposals for phase Il maybe submitted once a letter approving the pre-proposal has been
received. Submission of a joint phase lll application by successful applicant consortia is mandatory and
a prerequisite for theaward of a grantin phasell.

The full proposal should contain details of your research proposal. The procedureis as follows:


mailto:PreventieNWA@zonmw.nl
https://www.nwo.nl/documents/nwo/juridisch/nwo-subsidieregeling-1-mei-2017
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— Downloadthe applicationformfrom the ZonMw or NWO website (at the bottom ofthe page on the
funding instrumentin question).

— Completethe application form in English.

— Reserve partof your budget (atleast 5%) for communication and implementation (C&I). Indude thisin
yourbudget projection.

— Save theforminPDF formatanduploaditto ProjectNet.

— Completetherest of the procedureinProjectNet.

— Add mandatoryattachments and any optionalattachments.

Attachments:
The following attachments must be submitted with the full proposal:
— the budgetform;

— letters of support from co-finanders, if applicable.

You may also submit expressions of commitment from cooperation partners (see section 3.1.4)as
attachments. No other attachments may be submitted, and will not be consideredin the assessment
process. With the exception of the budget projection form, all other attachments must be uploaded to
ProjectNetas PDFs. The budget projection form may be uploaded as anExcel file.

Immediately after submittingyour proposal online you will be redirected to the ‘Verklaring akkoord
indienen subsidieaanvraag’ (Consent for submission of grantapplication). This form should be signed
by the person withadministrative res ponsibility andthe mainapplicant, and emailed to ZonMw within
a week of online submission of the proposal, addressed to the NWA Health Inequalities —Promoting
the Health Potential of People with Lower Socioeconomic Status programme secretariat,
PreventieNWA@zonmw.nl. The signed form must bereceived no later than five working days afterthe
applicationis submitted in ProjectNet.

If a main applicantis considering submitting a full proposal des pite having been advised nottodosoin
responseto the pre-proposal, he or she should contact the programme secretariat (see section 5.1.1
for contact details) within four weeks of communication of the recommendation inresponse to the
pre-proposal. The mainapplicant will then be invited to submit a full proposal.

Phase lll: drafting the application for the synthesis project

The successful applicant consortia will organise a programme meetingin summer 2022, and meetat
leasttwicea yearduring the course of the programme. They will work as a single consortium when
drafting an application forthe joint synthesis project, on the basis of this call for proposals.

The application for the synthesis project must be submitted inProjectNet by 26 September2023,
14.00:00 CE(S)T. One main applicant must be appointed, who will submit the application onbehalfof
the consortium. The application will be for a joint synthesis project as described in part 2.

NB: The scientific frameworks and conditions and the assessment criteria for the joint synthesis project
may be amended depending on the consortia awarded grants andthe research proposals.

An application form and budget projectionformat can be downloaded forthe application. The

procedureisasfollows:

— Download the application form from the ZonMw or NWO website (at the bottom of the page on
the fundinginstrumentinquestion).

— NB: completetheformin Dutch; nointernational reviewers will be consulted in the assessment
processforphaselll.

— Reservepartofyourbudget (atleast 10%)for communication and implementation (C&I). Include
this in your budget projection.

— Savetheformin PDFformatand upload itto ProjectNet.

— Completetherestofthe procedureinProjectNet.

— Addthe mandatory attachments.
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Immediately after submittingyourapplication online you will be redirected to the ‘Verklaring akkoord
indienen subsidieaanvraag’ (Consentforsubmission of grantapplication). This form should be signed
by the person withadministrative responsibility and the mainapplicant, and emailed to ZonMw within
a week of online submission of the application, addressed to the NWAHealth | nequalities - Promoting
the Health Potential of People with Lower Socioeconomic Status programme secretariat,
PreventieNWA@zonmw.nl. The signed form must bereceived no later than five working days after the
applicationis submitted in ProjectNet.

(onditions on granting

The NWO GrantRules 2017 andthe Agreement on the Payment of Costs for Scientific Research apply
to all applications.

In acceptingthe grant, the mainapplicants of projects awarded funding undertake responsibility for
the organisationof the process of forming a joint consortiumandsubmitting a grantapplication in
phaselll.

The research may notbefunded inanyother way. Shouldthis proveto bethecase, theapplicationwill
be rejected or the grant withdrawn.

Duration

The research (phases | and 1) will have a maximum duration of 48 months. If a longer periodis
specifiedin the pre-proposal, NWO will not take the applicationinto consideration.

An additional period of 30 monthsis envisaged for the joint synthesis project. The synthesis project will
commence approximately 18 monthsintothe phasell projects,andend atthe sametime.

(o-financiers

Co-financingis possible but not mandatoryin this call. Adistinctionwill be drawn between in-cashco-
financing, which provides financial cover forthe projected budget for project activities described in the
application, andin-kind co-financing, whichmay take the form of the provision of resources (other
than cash) by the organisations concerned.

The pre-proposal need only state the total amount of expected co-financing.

Conditions applyingto in-cash co-financing

Pledged in-cash co-financing is deemed to be exclusive of BTW (value-addedtax). After thegrantis
awarded, NWOwillinvoice the private or public party that has committed to making a cash
contribution. If applicable, BTW will be charged on theamount pledged. The money will be allocated to
the projectonceithasbeen received.

Conditions applyingto in-kind co-financing

In-kind co-financing must be capitalised (inthe form of number of units at cost price or hours x rate)
and forms part of the budget projection. The co-financing organisationmust specify therates usedin
the letter of support.

The following are admissible as in-kind co-financing:

—  Supply of staff and material contributions on condition that these contributions are capitalised
and area fully-fledged part of the project. This shouldbe made clearinthe description and in the
scheduling/phasingof the research. The current value of any equipment pledged willbe used.
Evidence mustbe provided thatany in-kind contributionin the form of staff or equipment has
actuallybeen delivered. Voluntary organisations and citizen initiatives must have the official
status of non-profit organisation or associationinorder to provide co-financing.


https://www.nwo.nl/en/funding/funding+process+explained/nwo+grant+rules+2017
https://www.nwo.nl/en/funding/funding+process+explained/salary+tables
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—  Partoftheresearch maybe performedby third parties. If staff are supplieditisimportantthat
the expertise provided inthe form of person-hoursis notalready available attheresearch
institution(s), and thatitis thus supplied s pecifically for the project. The capitalisation of staff
supplied by third partiesis subject to the procedure for determining the value of inkind co-
financingsetoutbelow.

—  Material contributionsintheform of supply of services are subject to the condition thatthey can
be identifiedas newinpute. The service may notalready be availableattheresearch
institution(s) performing the research. The consortium maywishto designate services already
supplied (e.g. a database or software) as in-kind co-financing. This will not be acceptablein all
cases. Themainapplicant should contact N\WOinadvance to confirm (seesection 5.1.1 for
contactdetails). NWO will ascertainwhether itis possible to determine a specificvalue for the
services supplied.

Determiningthe value of in-kind co-financing

Hourly rates can be determined on the basis of the maximum cost-recovery rate, including any

allowances thatapply. The hourly rateis calculated on the basis of the organisation’s standard number

of productive hours. The following elements must beincluded inthe calculation of the cost-recovery

rate:

—  (average) gross salary payable for the staffmember’s proposed rolein the project;

—  holidayallowanceand 13thmonth’s salary (if applicable under the collective labour agreement),
proratainterms of FTEs;

—  socialsecuritycontributions;

—  pensioncontributions.

A maximum hourlyrate of € 119 has been setfor in-kind contributions inthe form of staff deployment
by co-financiers, irrespective of the tax laws and regulations applying to the co-financier. Amaximum
hourly rate of € 25 applies for the deployment of students. The maximum rates for reimbursement of
volunteer expenses apply to the use of volunteers

(https://www.bel astingdienst.nl/wps/wcm/connect/bldcontentnl/belastingdienst/prive/werk_en_inko
men/werken/werken-als-vrijwilliger vrijwilligersvergoedingen /vrijwilligersvergoedingen).

NWO may requestadditional evidence and documentation insupport of therates used, or an
adjustmentoftherates.

Accountability for in-kind co-financing

Public and private parties must accountto NWO fortheirin-kind contribution by providing a
statement of costs to the main applicant within three months of the end of the research project to
which they have contributed. The main applicant must forwardthe financial accountingof the co-
financier(s) to NWO together withthe financial accountingfor the projectto allowthe grantto be
finalised. If asingle co-financier has made anin-kind contribution with a value higherthan€ 125,000,
that co-financier must supplyan auditor’s report. In other cases, a written statementfromthe main
applicant confirming that thein-kind contributions were actually allocated to the project will suffice.

Intheevent of failureto accountforthe pledged co-financing NWO reserves the right to withdraw the
entiregrant.

Inadmissible as co-financing

The following are notadmissible as co-financing(eitherin-cashor in-kind):

—  funding previously awarded by NWO, particularlyto research projects of the main applicant
and/or applicant(s);

—  co-financing fromthe organisations for whichthe mainapplicant or applicant(s) work;

— anyPPPallowance previously awarded, particularly to research projects of the main applicant
and/or applicant(s);

—  discounts on commercial rates, incl. on materials, equipment and services;

— overheads of the co-financing organisation;
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—  costs (including travel costs) associated with supervision (of PhD students, for example),
consultancyand/or participation inthe advisory committee or consortium meetings (see annexe
6.3.5) or similar activities;

—  provisional costs of services. Co-financing may not be subject to any terms and conditions.
Provision of co-financing maynotbe contingent on whether a certain stage of the project plan
has been reached (e.g. go/no-godecision);

—  costs of equipmentif one of the main goals of the application is to enhance the efficacy or value
of thatequipment;

—  costs thatarenoteligible for reimbursement under the NWO Grant Terms and Conditions 2017
(version of 30 January 2019) and this call for proposals(see annexe 6.2).

Letter of support from participating co-financiers

In a letter of support the co-financier undertakes to provide the project with both scientific/technical
and financial support and confirms the pledged co-financing. Letters of support fromall co-financiers
mustbe submitted withthe full proposal. Theletter of support, which must mentionthe monetary
value of the pledged co-financing, must be signed by anauthorised personon behalf of the co-
financier and printed on the co-financier’s letterheaded paper. NWO will make a standard | etter
availableand all letters of support must be drafted using this template. In the eventthata grantis
awarded, NWOwillask the co-financier to confirm the amount(s) (forthe purposes of invoicing, for
example).

Letters of commitment from cooperationpartners

Cooperationpartners (see section 3.1.4) need not provide a |l etter of commitment, as they do not
contribute co-financing. Cooperation partners may however be asked to provide an expression of
commitment, setting out their reasons for acting as a cooperation partner in the project, and what
their rolewillbe. Letters of commitment may be submitted only atthe full proposal stage, and are not
mandatory.

Consorfium meefing

Consortium partners must sign a consortium agreement before the start of the project awarded
funding. As a minimum, this agreement should governrights (e.g. copyrights, intellectual property &
publication rights, etc. on products or matters developed within the project), knowledge transfer and
other matters such as payments, progress reports, final reports and confidentiality. In ad dition, the
consortiumagreementshouldcontainagreements on the structure, management andgovernance of
the consortium (which should provide anadequate guarantee of effective cooperation), finances, basic
knowledge to be contributed where appropriate, liability, disputes and mutual sharing of information.
The initiative for makingthese agreements, includingagreements on I P rights (see the followingsection) lies
with the mainapplicant. NWO will check the agreements against the NWO Grant Rules2017. NWO provides
a standard consortium agreement. The use of thiste mplate is mandatory for projects awarded funding.

Intellectual Property & Publications (IP&P)

To increase the chances of newinventions and innovations, NWO encourages the acquisition,
retention and use of intellectual property rights (patents and copyrights) by the knowledge
institutions. Consortiain NWA programmes are therefore asked to consider intellectual property
rights. Itisimportant thatresearchresults are handled responsiblywith a view to contributing to
scienceandtheapplicationof knowledge. Theaimis, on the one hand, to exploitand publish the
research results as broadly as possible and, on the other hand, to stimulate cooperation between the
knowledge chain and (semi-)public partners andindustry. The NWO Grant Rules 2017 provide options
for applicants to establish Intellectual Property (IP) rights andalso foranytransfer or licensing of rights
to co-funders.

IP rights are subject to the provisions set outin Chapter 4 of the Grant Rules, underwhich theIP rights
to researchresults accrue to the beneficiaryknowledge i nstitute whose employee generated the
resultsinquestion (ownership follows inventorship). Co-funders’ IPrights to researchresults are
subjectto the percentages shown, unless thereis ajustified reason for deviating from these.
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Monitoring of the research by supervisory committeeand focus group

ZonMw will monitorthe researchconducted by the projects awarded funding. Asupervisory
committee will beset up to strengthen this process and generate support for the implementation of
the projects. The committee will include researchers, stakeholders in society andrepresentatives of
the ministryor ministries involved. It will monitor the connections between the different themes, the
progress of all projects andtheresults achieved, with a focus on the transferand utilisation of the
knowledge andapplication of the results. Annual meetings and working visits will be organised.
Representatives of all consortia will be invited to meetings of the supervisorycommittee, in order to
provideinputand participate. Where desirable, experts will be invited to attend.

A focus group of people fromthe target group will alsobeset up. They will be asked to reflecton the
outcomes of theindividual projects andthejoint project. The validity of the new insights acquired and
the legitimacy of the proposed approaches will beimportant points for the focus groupto consider.

Accountability and completion of project

Duringthe projectthe main applicant will be responsible for reporting. With a view to monitoring the
progress of the project NWO willrequestinterim reports on the research itselfandthe project
finances, as well as accountability forany co-financing supplied.

Finalreports on theresearch andfinances will be requested once a projectis complete. After they are
approved, theamount of grant (and co-financing) will be finalised.

Open Access

As a signatory to the Berlin Declarationon Open Access to Knowledgeinthe Sciences and Humanities
(2003), NWOis committed to making the results of scientific researchfunded by NWO freely available
in open accesson theinternet. In doingso, NWOQis implementing the ambitions of the Dutch
governmentto makeall publiclyfundedresearch openlyavailable. All scientific publications of
research funded on the basis of this call for proposals should therefore be availablein open access
immediately(atthetime of publication). NWO accepts various routes:

— publicationin anfullopen accessjournal,

— depositaversionofthearticleina repositoryor

— publicationin a hybridjournal covered by one of the agreements betweenthe VSNU and publishers. See
www.openaccess.nl.

Any costs for publicationin full openaccessjournalscanbeincurredin the projectbudget. NWO does
notreimburse costs for publications inhybrid journals. These conditions apply to all

forms of scholarly publications arising from grants awarded on the basis of this call for proposals. Also
academic monographs, edited volumes, proceedings and bookchapters. For moreinformationon the
NWO's open access policy, see: www.nwo.nl/openscience.

Dafa management

The results of scientific researchmust bereplicable, verifiable andfalsifiable. In the digital age this
means that, in addition to publications, research data mustalso be freely accessible. As much as
possible, NWO expects thatresearch data resulting from NWO-funded projects will be made publicly
availablefor reuse by other researchers. “As open as possible, as closed as necessary” is the guiding
principleinthisrespect. As a minimum, NWO requires thatthe data underpinning research papers
should be madeavailable atthetime of the article’s publication. The costs for doing so are eligible for
fundingand canbeincludedin the project budget. In the data managementsection,andin thedata
management templateifthe projectis awarded funding, researchers explainhow they planto manage
the data expected to be generated by the project.


https://openaccess.mpg.de/Berlin-Declaration
https://openaccess.mpg.de/Berlin-Declaration
http://www.nwo.nl/openscience
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1. Data managementsection

The data managementsectionis partof the research proposal. Researchers are asked to prospectively
consider how they will manage the data the project will generate and planfor which data will be
preserved and be made publiclyavailable. Measures will often need to be taken during the production
and analysis of the data to make their later storage and dissemination possible. If notall datafromthe
projectcan be made publicly available, the reasons for not doing so must be explained in the data
management section. Due consideration is givento aspects such as privacy, public security, ethical
limitations, property rights and commercial interests.

2. Data management plan

After a proposal has been awarded funding, the researcher should elaborate the data management
sectioninto a data management plan. In this plan, theresearcherdescribes whether use will be made
of existing data, whether new data will collected or generated, and how the data will be made FAIR:
Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, Reusable. The data management planmustbe completed in
consultationwith a data steward or equivalent research data management supportstaffatthe home
institution of the projectleader. The planshould be submitted to ZonMw, via
PreventieNWA@zonmw.nl, within four months after the proposal has been awarded funding. ZonMw
will approve the plan as quickly as possible. Approval of the data management plan by ZonMw is a
conditionfor disbursement of the funding. The plan canbe adjusted duringthe research.

Further informationon the NWO data management protocol can befoundat
www.nwo.nl/datamanagement-en.

Nagoya Profocol

The Nagoya Protocol became effective on 12 October 2014 and ensures an honestandreasonable
distribution of benefits emerging from the use of geneticresources (Access and Benefit Sharing; ABS).
Researchers who make use of geneticsources fromthe Netherlands orabroadfor their research
should familiarise themselves with the Nagoya Protocol (www.absfocalpoint.nl). NWO assumes that
researchers will take all necessary actions with respect to the Nagoya Protocol.

Ethical considerations

Inscientificresearch, itisimportantthatresearch proposalsthat mightraise ethicalquestions are
handledwith due care. Certainresearch projects willrequire approval by a recognised medical ethics
assessment committee (METC) or the Central Animal Research Authority (CCD). Someresearch
proposals will requirea licenceissued under the PopulationScreening Act (Wet Bevolkingsonderzoek,
WBO). Moreinformation on the METC and WBO s available from the Central Commitee on Research
involving Human Subjects (CCMO).

A consortium has res ponsibility for ascertaining whether its research proposals might raise ethical
questions andfor obtaining the official approval of the appropriate ethics committee(s) and/ora
licenceissued underthe PopulationScreening Act or a similar organisation.

NWO subscribes to the Animal Experiments Disclosure Code (code Openheid Dierproeven) and the
Biosecurity Code. The mainapplicant/applicants must subscribe to and comply with these codesin
order toapply.


http://www.absfocalpoint.nl/
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A projectawarded funding must commence within six months of the notificationof award. Aresearch
project may not commence until ZonMw has received a copyof the approval of the ethics committee
and/or WBOlicence, if applicable. ZonMw expects applicants to consider the timetable for the
applicationprocedureand thetimerequiredfor assessment by an ethics committee or issuing of a
WBO licence. In the event of complexethical issues, NWO reserves theright to consult an external
advisor. If, after consultation with the advisor, ZonMw is of the opinion that an applicationrequires
ethical assessment, the applicant will be obliged to arrange for assessment by an ethics committee. No
funding will bedisbursed if the approval of anethics committeeis not obtained. Applicants may
contactZonMw with any questions they may have on this matter (see section 5.1.1 for contact details).

Submitting an application

All applications must be submitted online, and in accordance with the guidelines, via ZonMw’s online
applicationsystem (ProjectNet); see also section 3.4.2. For the deadlines in the different phases, see
section 3.3. Any applications not submitted via ProjectNet will not be taken i nto consideration.

Immediately after submittingyourapplication online you will be redirected to the ‘Verklaring akkoord
indienen subsidieaanvraag’ (Consent for submission of grantapplication). This form should be signed
by the person withadministrative responsibility andthe mainapplicant, and emailed to ZonMw within
a week of online submission of the application, addressed to the NWAHealth Inequalities - Promoting
the Health Potential of People with Lower Socioeconomic Status programme secretariat,
PreventieNWA@zonmw.nl. The signed form must bereceived no later than five working days after the
applicationis submitted in ProjectNet.

Technical issues - working with ProjectNet

— Ifyou have never worked with ProjectNet before, you willfirst need to register as a new user. Click
on the guideto makean account. See alsothe additional informationinProjectNet.

— Youareadvised, before submitting yourapplication online, to print out a PDF of yourapplication
and checkitforanyirregularities. If youhave first produced your applicationas a Worddocument
andthen copieditto ProjectNet, you may findthatsome symbols (such as quotationmarks) have
not been converted properly. This canbe corrected in ProjectNet.

— NB:the helpdeskis notavailable at the weekend to help with any problems you may experience
with ProjectNet. You should therefore start on the submission of your pre-proposal in goodtime.

If you experience anyproblems with the online applicationsystem (ProjectNet), you may contact the
helpdesk from Monday to Friday, 08.00-17.00,on +31 (0)70 3495178 or projectnet@zonmw.nl. Please
includeyourtelephone number inyouremail sothat oursupportstaffcan call you if necessary..
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Assessment procedure

Procedure

The NWO Code for Dealing with Personal Interests applies to all persons and ZonMwor NW O staff
involved inthe assessment and/or decision-making process.

Assessment committee

The NWO executive board will establish anindependent assessment committee for this NWA call for
proposals. The assessment committee will have a broad-based membership, encompassing not only
scientificexpertise, but expertise fromthe entire knowledge chain, including stakeholders from society
with a good groundingin the subject, andrepresentatives of the target group.

Admissibility check for pre-proposal and full proposals

The firststep in the assessment procedure for both pre-proposals and full proposalsis to test whether
the applicationis admissible. The criteria set outin part 3 of this call for proposals are usedfor this
purpose.

Applications that do no meet these criteria will not be taken into consideration by ZonMw.

If ZonMw finds that the application does not meet the administrative requirements, the mainapplicant
will be given one opportunity to amend the application withinfive working days.*® ZonMw willsend an
email within five working days of the deadline detailing what maybe amended and how. Only the
points indicated may beamended. Please therefore check your email regularly after the deadline.

If the corrected application is not received within the period s pecified, ZonMw willnot take the
applicationintoconsideration. If the corrected application is received withinthe period s pecified, but
still fails to meet the requirements, ZonMw will not take the application into consideration. Corrected
applications thatarereceived on time and meet the requirements will be taken into consideration
oncethey havebeen approved.

The applicant will not be given the opportunity to correct the application and the application will not
be taken into consideration if:

— theapplicationwas received by ZonMw after the deadline stipulated insection 3.3;

— the applicationwas notsubmitted in ProjectNet.

Assessment of pre-proposals

The pre-proposal is a concise version of yourresearch proposal. It shouldinclude all elements of your
research plan. The pre-proposal will be assessed for relevance and, more generally, for its quality, on
the basis of the assessment criteria (see section 4.2).

Pre-proposals thataretaken into consideration will be assessed by the assessment committee, anda
recommendation made as to whether itshould be developedintoa full proposal. The
recommendation will depend on whether theresearchisinline with this call for proposals, the general
quality of the pre-proposal, the membership of the consortium and the potential of the pre-proposal
to lead to a breakthrough for science and/or society.

17 n this section the term ‘application’ refers to both the pre-proposal and the full proposal.

18 Working days are defined as working days as stipulated in legislation. In determining the deadline for the submission of corrected
applications, NWO will not take into account personal working days.
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Assessment of full proposals

All full proposals thataretaken into considerationwillbe assessed by international reviewers. The
reviewers’ reports will be sentto applicants for rebuttal. All the documentation pertaining to the
applicationwill then be presented to the assessment committee, which will assess the applications on
the basis of thecriteriasetoutin section 4.2.

Itis importantfor the Health Inequalities —Promoting the Health Potential of People with Lower
Socioeconomic Status programmethat each of the full proposals selected has a different focus in terms
of the domains beinginvestigated andthe settings involved, to ensure that the projects are
complementaryandthatthereis minimum overlap. The assessment committee may therefore
considerthe complementarity of the selected proposalsinits recommendation as to whether a grant
should be awarded. In doing so, the assessment committee will use the following procedure:

5. The provisional ranking will be determined on the basis of criterial to lllin section4.2.

6. The assessmentcommittee will considerthe following two aspects of complementarity inits
recommendation onlyif morethanfourapplications are deemed to be ‘good’:

the domainsto beinvestigated

b. thesettingin which theresearchwill take place

Q

This might meanthatanapplication thatscores higher is notawarded a grantin order to prevent
overlapin terms of domains and/orsetting, infavour of an application in a domainand/or setting that
scores lower. The purposeisto ensure a good spread of projects across different domains and/or
settings.

The assessment committee will however place the number 1in the provisional ranking in first place
when itcomes to the recommendationto awarda grant. The committee will then compare the other
applications with number 1, interms of the three aspects of complementarity. If number 2 isthesame
as number 1 interms of one or more aspects of complementarity, the committee may decide notto
include number 2 inthelist of projects recommended for grants, and number three will be compared
with number one,and soon.

The broad-based assessment committee will drafta recommendationfor award of a grant or rejection
of the applicationandpresentitto the NWO executive board, whichwill take the final decision. The
executive board will perform a minimalassessment of the procedure and officially adopt a final
assessment of the applications, based on the recommendations of the assessment committee. All
applicants will beinformed of the decision on theirapplicationin January 2022.

NWO will categorise all full proposals in terms of their quality. The applicant will told how their
applicationwas categorised when they are informed of the decisionon whether to award funding. To
qualifyfor funding, anapplicationmustbe categorised as atleast good. For moreinformationon the
quality categories, see: http://www.nwo.nl/kwalificaties.

The data managementsectionin theapplication is notevaluated andtherefore notincluded inthe
decision about whether to award funding. However, both the referees and the committee can issue
advicewith respect to the data managementsection. After a proposal has been awardedfunding, the
researchershouldelaborate the data managementsectionintoa data management plan. Applicants
can usetheadvicefromthereferees and the committee when writing the data managementplan. A
projectawarded funding can onlystartafter NWO has approved the consortium agreement.

After the decisionon phasell (full proposals) the selected consortia will be invited to applyfor phaselll
funding, provided atleast two applications have been categorised as ‘good’. If only one application has
been categorisedas ‘good’, no phaselll will take place.


http://www.nwo.nl/nwohome.nsf/pages/NWOP_8Q6HU9
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Phase Il

Drafting your full application

After grants have been awarded in phase |l1the mainapplicants of the successful consortia will hold a
programme meeting every six months. They will involve the supervisory committee (see section 3.5.6)
inthe preparations for and organisation of the programme meetings. The first meeting should be
scheduled forthe summer of 2022. The phase Il application will be discussed and drafted at this first
meeting; seealso section 3.4.4.

Programme meetings will focus on the following:

— Puttingin place control and managementstructures for the project, anddrafting an overall
schedule.

— Establishinga common framework to ensure studies are comparable and scalable, andto facilitate
synthesis. Explicit considerationshould be given to consistencyintheresearch performedandany
overlapbetween the consortia.

— Definingcross-cutting work packages (e.g. communication).

— Ajointplanfor knowledge utilisation.

NB: The scientific frameworks and conditions and the assessment criteria for the joint synthesis project
may be amended depending on the consortia awarded grants andthe research proposals.

Phase Il admissibility check

In this phase, too, ZonMw willassess whether the grant application canbe considered. The application

must meet the following requirements to qualifyfor consideration:

—  Itmustbesubmitted in ProjectNet beforethe deadline.

—  Itmustbewritten in Dutch, astherewill be no assessment by international reviewers.

— Itshouldincludeall the elements listed in section3.4.4.

— Itshouldinclude a budget projection in the correct format, with justification of theamounts
requested, up to a maximum of €835,000for no longerthan 12 months.

—  Atleast10%of thetotal budget requested should be reserved forcommunicationand
implementation.

If ZonMw finds thatthe application does not meet the administrative requirements, the mainapplicant
will be given one opportunity to amend the application within five working days.*®* ZonMw willsend an
email within five working days of the deadline detailing what maybe amended and how. Only the
points indicated may beamended. Please therefore check your email regularly after the deadline.

If the corrected application is not received within the periodspecified, ZonMw willnot take the
applicationintoconsideration. If the corrected application is received withinthe period s pecified, but
still fails to meet the requirements, ZonMw will not take the application into consideration. Corrected
applications thatarereceived on time and meet the requirements will be taken into consideration
oncethey havebeen approved.

Assessment of and decision-makingon applications in phase lli

Representatives of the joint consortium will present their proposal to the assessment committeein
January 2023. This will be followed by aninterview withthe assessment committee for the purposes of
its qualityassessment. The assessment committee will assess the quality of the application on the basis
of the criterialisted in section4.3, and willadvise the NWO executive board as to whether the
applicationshouldbe accepted or rejected.

19 Working days are defined as working days as stipulated in legislation. In determining the deadline for the submission of corrected
applications, NWO will not take into account personal working days.
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The application mustbe deemed to be atleast ‘good'. If thisis not the case, the assessment committee
will indicate which elements fall short and the consortium will be given one opportunity to revise those
elements of the application. The consortium will have one month from the time of notificationto
revisetheapplication. The assessment committee will give written notice of its recommendations and
instructions. Ameeting with the assessment committee will alsobe planned. If the revised application
is still notdeemed to be ‘good’, the assessment committee will advise the NWO executive board to
rejecttheapplication.

The NWO executive board will decide in February 2023 whether the phaselllapplicationis to be
accepted or rejected. If a revisedapplicationis required, the decisionwill be taken in April 2023.

NWO will assign a quality category to the application. Theapplicant will be told how theirapplication
was categorised when they are informed of the decision on whether to awardfunding.
For moreinformation on the quality categories see: http://www.nwo.nl/kwalificaties.

Data management

The data management sectionintheapplication is not evaluated andis not thereforeincluded in the
decision asto whether to awardfunding. However, the committee may issue advice withrespect to
the data managementsection. After a project has been awarded funding, the researcher will be
required to develop the data management section into a data management plan. Applicants may use
the advice of the reviewers and the committee for this purpose. The project may startas soon as NWO
approves the data management plan.

The application formforphaselll is availablein ProjectNet. See section4.2 for the exact assessment
criteriafor phaselll.

Indicative timetable

25 February 2021 Prior notice of the intention to submit a pre-

proposal
Phase | — Pre-proposals
13 April 2021 Deadline for submission in phase | —pre-
proposals
May 2021 Committee assesses pre-proposals
8June2021 Applicants receive advice asto whether to draw

up a full application

Phase Il — Full proposals

28 September 2021

September/October2021
Early November2021
December 2021

January 2022

January 2022

Spring /summer2022

Phase lll - joint synthesis project

Deadline for submission in phase Il - full
proposals

Reviewers consulted
Rebuttal requested
Assessment committee meets

NWO executive board takes decisions on phase
I

ZonMw informs main applicant of decision

Phasell projects start (lastinguntil summer
2026)


http://www.nwo.nl/kwalificaties
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Summer 2022 First programme meeting
January 2023 Second programme meeting, start of
preparations for phaselll application
26 September 2023 Deadline for submission in phase Il - single
joint application
September 2023 Presentationto assessment committee
October 2023 Assessment committee assesses application
andissues advice
October 2023 NWO executive board takes decisionon phase
11
November 2023, ifapplicable NWO executive board decides on revised
application
January 2024 Phasellljoint project commences
Critenia

This call for proposals has different assessment criteria for pre-proposals and full proposalsinphases |
andll,andtheapplicationfor thejoint projectin phaselll.

(riteriaPhase |

In the pre-proposal the assessment committee will roughly examine the quality of theresearch
proposed, the consortium and the likelihood of potential breakthroughs forscience and/or society
and, thus, therelevance of the proposal. Indoing so, it will apply the criteria listed below. The
assessment committee will make a positive recommendationfor the pre-proposal to be devel oped
intoa full proposalifitisjudged to berelevantand of sufficient quality.

Quality of theresearchin the pre-proposal

Clear definition of the lower socioeconomic-status group to be studied in the proposal, and the
sizeofthegroup.

Arguments presented in support of the choice of theoretical systems approach.

Brief description and arguments in support of consistencywith the goal of this call for proposals.
Problem definition and research questions clearly worded, and consistent with programme goal.
Rough budget projectionappropriate for proposed research.

Quality of the consortiumin the pre-proposal

Inter- and transdisciplinarity: presence of the various disciplines/expertises necessary forthe
systems approach proposed. Therole of the different consortium members shouldbe describedin
brief.

Brief description of how the entire knowledge chain is represented in the consortium.

Necessary cooperation partners represented in the consortium; cleardescription of roles of
different consortium members.

Descriptionof anyexisting collaboration.

The proposal should build on existing collaboration.

. Potential breakthroughs for science and/or society inthe pre-proposal

Degree to which pre-proposalisfocused on breakthroughs for science and society, andwhether it
is regarded as promising inthis respect.

Involvement of the publicinthe proposal andthe implementation of research.

Clear plan for knowledge utilisationand potential suitable and feasible activities.
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(riteriaPhase |l

The full proposal must complywith all the criteria set outin this call. Applications may be rejected on
the grounds of insufficient quality (see section NWO categorisation below); the minimum score must
be ‘good’.

NB: The pre-proposal is a concise version of your full proposal. It should describe all main elements of
yourresearch plan. Details shouldbe givenin the full proposal.

All criteria carrythe same weight, and each accounts fora third of the overall score. Anumber of
aspects of thecriteria are specified below:

Quality of theresearch proposal

Clear definition of the lower socioeconomic-status group to be studied in the proposal, and the
sizeofthegroup.

Importance of the proposed project for science and society. Clear description of the outcome
measures for policy, professionals, practitioners andthe public.

Clear description of how the research matches the goal of this call for proposals, supported by
details of the latest scientificknowledge and facts on the subject of theresearch inthe chosen
policy domainandsetting (a brief literature-based knowledge synthesis). Describe how the study
will build on existing knowledge, and theinnovative aspects of theresearch. Thisis described in
briefin the pre-proposal; you should provide more details in the full proposal.

Problem definition and research questions clearly worded, and consistent with the programme
goal.

The proposal should clearly indicate whatis meant by promoting health potential and potential for
quality of life, how this study is expected to hel pimprove this, and to what extent.

Arguments presented in support of the choice of theoretical systems approach.

Arguments demonstrating the suitability of the research method andstatisticalanalysis.

Clear description of the different work packages, how they connect, andhow they strengthen the
different parts of the study.

The feasibility of the planned activities should be demonstrated with a timetable andan analysis
of strengths and weaknesses.

Budget projectionappropriate for proposed research. The full proposal should include arguments
insupport of theindividual budgetitems for each participating organisation.

Consideration of ethical aspects of the study, and any potential unintended side effects when the
research results areimplemented.

Quality of the consortium

Inter- and transdisciplinarity: presence of all disciplines/expertises necessary for the systems
approach proposed. Therole of the different consortium members should be convincingly
described, as well as how collaboration will occurinthe consortium, and theindividual work
packages. Management of the work packages andthe study as awholeshouldbe defined, and
supported by the consortium.

Entire knowledge chain represented: for the problem to be adequately addressed, it mustbe clear
thatthe necessary parties from the knowledge chain (fundamental, applied and practice-oriented)
havebeenincluded inthe proposal. Theroles of the various parties should be convincingly
described.

Necessary partners represented in the consortium. NB: the target groups should have a fully-
fledged roleinthe consortia, andin the draftingof the grant application.

The cohesion, complementarity and diversity of the consortium partners shouldbe clearly
described in relationto the proposed research.

Describethe extentto which collaboration already exists at the practical level, and with target
group(s)/members of the public,andhow these connections will be usedin the proposed
research.

Potential breakthroughs for science and/or society
Degreeto which proposalis focused on breakthroughs for science and society, andwhether itis
regarded as promisingin this respect.
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— Theresearch shouldlead to specific, welI-founded potential courses of action across several
scientificdomains which can actually be putinto practice (after phasel1l), thus achieving a
breakthrough forsociety. The extent to which workable principles canbe derived and generalised
is animportantfactor, asistheway that potential courses of action are putintooperation.

— Describehowthe publicwill beinvolved inthe proposalandhavea rolein implementation, e.g.
citizen science.

— Describe how the consortium will ensure the support, engagementand commitment of all
participating parties (publicand/or private), and also of society as a whole, as a prerequisite for
knowl edge utilisation and implementation.

— Knowledge utilisation: the knowledge utilisation planshould be ambitious, and should describe
specific, appropriate and feasible activities (including knowledge transfer, utilisation of results and
valorisation). Ideas for phase l1l, the synthesisproject, may alsobeincluded in brief. You should
describe how your results will tieinwith existing policyand practice, and how this can be
guaranteed.

Critenafor phase

All criteria carrythe same weight, and each accounts for a third of the overall score. Anumber of
aspects of thecriteria are specified below :

I.  Quality of theapplication

— Clear definition of the lower socioeconomic-status group and other health groupsin the
Netherlands, the size of the lower socioeconomic-status group overtime, and the section of the
lower socioeconomic-status group that will be the focus of the study.

— Importance of the proposed projectto science and society. Domains and settings included in the
scope of the project. The likely extent of generic insight and possible upscaling of potential c ourses
ofaction.

— Detailed description of the objective and the results expected forthe entire knowledge chain.

— Describeindetail theadditional research on the cross-domain probability of achieving
breakthroughs and possible obstacles to achieving majorhealthgainsin thetargetgroup (or
certainsectionsof it).

— Theplanofactionshouldbe clearly worded, and specify the contribution of the different parties,
whatknowledge willbe brought together (including from internationalsources), and how, witha
clear, specificschedule.

— Describe how the different work packages connect, and how the different parts of the studywill
mutually reinforce each other.

— Youshouldpresentargumentsin support of the feasibility of the planned activities within the
budgetand timeframe.

— Budgetprojectionappropriate for proposed research. The application should include argumentsin
supportof theindividual budgetitems foreach participating organisation.

— Consideration of ethical aspects of the study, and any potential unintended side effects when the
research results areimplemented.

Il. Quality of the consortium

— Governance: how the project managementand directionwilllead to the envisaged collaboration
and achievement of the results expected.

— Adescription of theadded value the consortium will bring to the synthesis project, the disciplines
and expertiseincluded, andhow this will contributed to the synthesis and dissemination of
knowledge andthe consolidation of the results in the entire knowledge chainand beyond. The
consortiumshould be described with an organisation chart, and task allocationinthe form of work
packages.

— Describehowthe public, representatives of the target group(s) and stakeholders will be involved
inthe project. The necessary cooperation partners must be represented inthe consortium.

— The cohesion, complementarity and diversity of the consortium partners shouldbe clearly
described in relationto the proposed research.

lll. Potential breakthroughs for science and/or society



28

Chapter 4: Assessment procedure / Dutch Research Agenda — Health Inequalities

— Theresearch shouldlead to specific, well-founded potential courses of action across several
scientificdomains whichcan actually be putinto practice. The extent to which workable principles
canbederived and generalised is animportant factor, asis the way that potential courses of action
areputinto operation.

— Describe how the publicwill beinvolved inthe proposalandhavea rolein implementation.

— Describehowthe consortium will ensure the support, engagementand commitment of all
participating parties (publicand/or private), and also of society as a whole, as a prerequisite for
knowledge utilisation and implementation.

— Knowledge utilisation: the knowledge utilisation planshould be ambitious, and should describe
specific, appropriate and feasible activities (including knowledge transfer, utilisation of results and
valorisation). You should describe how your results will tie in with existing policyand practice, and
howthis canbeguaranteed.
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5 (ontactdetails and other information

51  (onfact

511 Spedficquestions

For specificquestions about this callfor proposals, please contact:
— Astridvanden Broek (programme manager),+31(0)703495107, or
— Raschella Alvarez (programma secretary), +31(0)70349 5261.

Any emails should be sent to PreventieNWA@zonmw.nl.

012 Technical questions about the ProjectNet online application system
If you have any technical queries about usingZonMw’s online application system (ProjectNet), you may
contactthe helpdeskfrom Monday to Friday between 08:00 and 17:000n +31 (0)703495178, or mail
projectnet@zonmw.nl. Pleaseinclude yourtelephone numberso thatour support staff cancall you if
necessary.



mailto:PreventieNWA@zonmw.nl
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Annexes

Public Knowledge Organisations

The publicknowledge organisations listed below may actas co-applicantsina consortium, with the exception
of the TO2 institutes, whichmay also actas main applicant or co-financierin a consortium. The check
mentioned in Section3.1.2is notrequired forthese organisations.

TO2 institutes (from: https://www.to2-federatie.nl/nl/to2federatie/Organisaties.htm):
1. Deltares —Independentinstitute for appliedresearchinthefield of water andsubsurface
2. MARIN— Maritime Research|Institute Netherlands
3. NLR — Nederlands Lucht- en Ruimtevaartcentrum (Netherlands Aerospace Centre)
4.TNO — Nederlandse Organisatie voor Toegepast W etens chappelijk Onderzoek (Netherlands
Organisation for Applied Scientific Research)
5.Wageningen Research/formerly DLO —Dienst Landbouwkundig Onderzoek

National knowledge institutes (from: https://www.to2-federatie.nl/nl/to2federatie/Organisaties.htm - Dutch
only):
6.CBS— Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek (Statistics Netherlands)
7.CPB—Centraal Planbureau (Netherlands Bureaufor Economic Policy Analysis)
8. KiM—Kennisinstituut voor Mobiliteitsbeleid (Netherlands Institute for Transport Policy Analysis)
9. KNMI —Koninklijk Nederlands Meteorologisch Instituut (Royal Netherlands Meteorological Institute)
10. NFI —Nederlands Forensisch Instituut (Netherlands Forensic Institute)
11.PBL—-Planbureauvoorde Leefomgeving (Netherlands Environmental Assessment Agency)
12.RCE—Rijksdienstvoor het Cultureel Erfgoed (Cultural Heritage Agency of the Netherlands)
13. RIVM —Rijksinstituut voor Vol ksgezondheid en Milieu (National Institute for PublicHealth and the
Environment)
14.RKD - Nederlands Instituut voor Kunstgeschiedenis(Netherlands Institute for Art History)
15.RWS —Rijkswaterstaat (Directorate-General for Public Works and Water Management)
16.SCP —Sociaal en Cultureel Planbureau (Netherlands Institute for Social Research)
17.WODC—-Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek- en Documentatiecentrum (Research and Documentation
Centre)

Other publicknowledge institutions (from: https://www.rathenau.nl/en/kennisgedreven-democratie/public-
knowl edge-organisations-netherlands):

18.Boekman Foundation —Institute for arts, culture and related policy

19. Clingendael —Netherlands Institute of International Relations

20. Geonovum—Knowledge organisationfor geographic information

21. Movisie—Centrefor socialissues

22.MulierInstitute—Centrefor sports research

23.(N) IFV—(Netherlands) Institute for Safety

24.NIVEL— Netherlands Institute for Health Services Research

25.NJi —Nederlands Jeugdinstituut (Netherlands Youth Institute)

26. Police Academy —Training, knowledge andresearch for the Dutch National Police

27.SWOON-NLDA-Stichting Wetenschappelijk Onderwijs en Onderzoek Nederlandse Defensieacademie

(foundationfor scientificeducation and research of the Netherlands defence academy)

28.SWOV -Stichting Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek Verkeersveiligheid (I nstitute for Road Safety Research)

29.Trimbos Institute —Institute for mental health, drug abuse andaddiction

30. VeiligheidNL—OQOrganisation to promote safe behaviour

31.Vilans—Researchinto long-termcare



https://www.to2-federatie.nl/nl/to2federatie/Organisaties.htm
https://www.to2-federatie.nl/nl/to2federatie/Organisaties.htm%20-%20Dutch%20only
https://www.to2-federatie.nl/nl/to2federatie/Organisaties.htm%20-%20Dutch%20only
https://www.rathenau.nl/en/kennisgedreven-democratie/public-knowledge-organisations-netherlands
https://www.rathenau.nl/en/kennisgedreven-democratie/public-knowledge-organisations-netherlands

6.2

20

31
Chapter 6: Annexes / Dutch Research Agenda — Health Inequalities

Explanation of budget modules
Explanation of budget modules for personnel

Funding forthesalary costs of personnel who make a substantial contributionto theresearchcan be applied

for. Funding of these salary costs depends on the type of appointment and the organisation where the

personnel are or willbe appointed. This call distinguishes between funding for staffemployed by academic

institutions as referred to in section3.1.1, andstaff of universities of applied sciences and other institutions.2°

— For universityappointments, the salary costs are funded inaccordance with the VSNU salary tables
applicableatthe momentthegrantisawarded

—  (www.nwo.nl/en/salary-tables).

—  For universitymedical centres, the salary costs are funded inaccordance with the NFU salary tables
applicableatthe momentthegrantisawarded

—  (www.nwo.nl/en/salary-tables).

— For personnel from universities of applied sciences and otherinstitutions, the salary costs are funded on
the basis of the collective labour agreement salary scale of the empl oyee concerned, based on the Public
Sector Rates Guide 2017 (Handleiding Overheidstarieven 2017, HOT).

— Forthe CaribbeanNetherlands, the Dutch government employs civilservants on Bonaire, Sint Eustatius
and Sabaunderdifferent conditions than in the European part of the Netherlands.

(https://www.rijksdienstcn.com/werken-bij-rijksdienst-caribisch-nederland/arbeidsvoorwaarden)

The rates for allbudget modules areincorporated inthe budget format that accompanies the application
form. For the budget modules “PhD”, “PDEng” and “Postdoc”, a one-off individual bench fee of € 5,000 is
added on top of the salary costs. This bench feeisintended to encourage the scientific career of the project
employee funded by NWO. Remunerations for PhD students/PhD scholarshipstudents ata Dutch university
arenoteligiblefor funding from NWO.

The available budget modules are explained below.

Staff of academic institutions

PhD (including MD-PhD)

A PhDis appointed for 1.0 fte for a duration of 48 months. The equivalent of 48 full-time months, for example
an appointment of 60 months for 0.8 fteis also possible. If a different duration of appointmentis considered
necessary for therealisation of the proposed research, then as longas this is properlyjustified, the standard
time can bedeviated from. However, the duration of appointment mustalways be atleast 48 months.

Professional Doctorate in Engineering (PDEng)

Funding forthe appointment of a PDEng can only be applied for if funding fora PhD or postdocis also applied
for.

The appointmentfor a PDEng position is a maximum of 1.0 fte for 24 months. The PDEng traineeis employed
by the institutionapplying for funding and can realise activities within theresearchatan industrial partner for
a specified time. If the research proposal is awarded funding, then anagreement must be concluded with the
industrial partner(s) concerned. The underlying “Technological Designer Programme” should be described in
the funding proposal.

Universities of applied sciences, TO2 institutes and public knowledge organisations (see annexe 6) that participate as applications but do
not qualify as academic institutions as referred to above.


https://www.nwo.nl/en/funding/funding+process+explained/salary+tables
https://www.nwo.nl/en/funding/funding+process+explained/salary+tables
https://www.rijksdienstcn.com/werken-bij-rijksdienst-caribisch-nederland/arbeidsvoorwaarden
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Postdoc

The size of theappointment of a postdocis atleast 6 full-time months and at most 48 full-time months. The
sizeand durationof theappointmentis attheapplicant’s discretion , butthe appointmentis always forat
least 0.5 fte or for a duration of atleast 12 months. The product of fte x duration of appointment should
always be a minimum of 6 full-time months.

The material budgetis available to cover the costs of a more limited appointment of a postdoc.

Non-scientificstaff (NSS) at universities

Funding forthe appointment of non-scientific personnel necessaryfor the realisation of the research project
canonlybeappliedforiffunding for a PhD or postdocisalsoapplied for. Amaximum of € 100,000canbe
requested for NSS. Thisincludes personnel such as student assistants, programmers, technicalassistants or
analysts. Depending on the level of the position, the appropriate salarytable for non-scientific staff at MBO,
HBO or university level applies.

The size of theappointmentis atleast 6 full-time months andat most 48 full-time months. Thesizeand
duration of theappointmentis attheapplicant’s discretion, butthe appointmentis always for atleast 0.5 fte
or for a duration of atleast 12 months. The product of fte x duration of appointment shouldalways be a
minimum of 6 full-time months.

Otherscientificpersonnel (055) af universities

Budget for other scientific personnel such as AIOS (doctor training to be a specialist), ANIOS (doctor not
training to be a specialist), scientific programmers or employees with a master’s degree can onlybe applied
forif funding for aPhD or postdocis also appliedfor. For this category, a maximum of € 100,000 can be
applied for.

The size of theappointmentis atleast 6 full-time months and most 48 full-time months. The size and duration
of the appointmentisattheapplicant’s discretion, but theappointmentis always foratleast0.5 fte or fora
duration of atleast 12 months. The product of fte x duration of appointment should always be a minimum of
6 full-time months.

Researchleave forapplicants

With this budget module, funding can be requested for the researchleave costs of the main and/or co-
applicant(s). Theemployer of the applicant concerned can use this to cover the costs of relinquishing him or
her from educational, supervisory, administrative or managementtasks (notresearchtasks). Thetimethatis
releasedthrough theresearchleave grant can only be used by the applicant(s) for activities in the context of
the project. The proposal must describe whichactivities in the context of the project the applicant(s) will carry
outinthetimerelinquished.

The maximumamountof researchleavethatcanbeappliedfor is the equivalent of five full-time months.
NWO funds theresearchleaveinaccordance with the salary tables fora seniorscientificemployee (scale 11)
atthe timethe grantisawarded (www.nwo.nl/en/salary-tables).

Personnel universities of applied sciences and other institutions

For the funding of salary costs of personnel employed at a university of applied sciences or other type of
institution (suchas TO2 or SMEs), the fol lowing maximum rates (hours/day) are used inaccordance with the
Public Sector Rates Guide 2017 (Handleiding Overheidstarieven 2017, HOT). The cost recoverytableinthe
HOTis used (table 2.2, hourlycostrecoveryrate) for this call.

Explanation of budget module Material

For each fte scientific position (PhD, postdoc, PDEng) applied for, a maximum of € 15,000 material budget can
be applied for per year of the appointment. Material budget for smaller appointments canbeappliedforona
proportionate basis and will be made available by NWO accordingly.

The applicantis responsible for distributingthe total amount of material budget across the NWO -funded
personnel positions. The material budget thatcanbeapplied for is specifiedaccording to the three categories
below:


https://www.nwo.nl/en/funding/funding+process+explained/salary+tables
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Project-related goods/services

— consumables (glassware, chemicals, cryogenic fluids, etc.)

— measurementand calculation time (e.g. access to supercomputer, etc.)

— costs foracquiring or using data collections (e.g. from Statistics Netherlands), for which the total amount
may notbe morethan € 25,000 per proposal

— accesstolargenational and international facilities (e.g. cleanroom, synchrotron, etc.)

— work by third parties (e.g. |laboratory analyses, data collection, citizen science, etc.)

— personnel costs forthe appointment of a post-docand/or non-scientific personnel for asmaller
appointmentsizethanthose offered inthe personnel budget modules

Travel and accommodation costs for the personal positions applied for

— travel andaccommodation costs

— conferenceattendance (maximum of two per year per scientific position applied for)
— fieldwork

— workvisit

Implementation costs

— national symposium/conference/workshop organised within the research project

— costs forOpen Access publishing (solelyin fullgold Open Access journals, registered in the “Directory of
Open AccessJournals” https://doaj.org/)

— data managementcosts

— costs involved in applying forlicences (e.g. for animal experiments)

— auditcosts (only for institutions that are not subject to the education accountants protocol of the
Ministry of Education, Culture andScience), maximum€ 5,000 per proposal; for projects with a duration
of three years orless,a maximum of € 2,500 per proposal applies.

Costs thatcannot be applied for are:
— basic facilities withinthe institution (e.g. laptops, desks, etc.);
— maintenanceandinsurance costs.

If the maximum amount of € 15,000 per year per full-time scientific position is not sufficient for realising the
research, thenitmay bedeviated fromifa clear justificationis provided inthe proposal.

Explanation of budget module Knowledge ufilisation

The aim of this budget moduleis to facilitate the use of the knowledge that emerges fromtheresearch.?. In
phasellatleast5%andno morethan10% of thetotal project budget shouldbe spent on knowledge
utilisationactivities through this budget module. In phase Il the minimumis 10% and the maximum 20% of
the total.

Since knowledge utilisationtakes many different formsindifferent scientificfields, itis up to theapplicantto
specifythecostsrequired, e.g. costs of producing a teaching package, conducting a feasibility study into
potential applications, or filing a patentapplication.

The budget applied for should be adequately specified inthe proposal.

Explanation of budget module Infernationalisation

The budget for internationalisation is intended to encourage international collaboration. The budget applied
for may not exceed € 25,000. The amount requested must be specified. If the maximum amountis not
sufficient for realising theresearch, then itmaybe deviated fromif a clear justification is provided in the
proposal.

Funding canberequested for:

— travel andaccommodation costsinso far as these concern direct research costs emerging from the
international collaboration and additional costs for internationalisation that cannot be covered in another
manner, for example fromthe bench fee;

— travel andaccommodation costs for foreign guest researchers;

21 |n this budget module, the definition for “knowledge transfer” used by the European Commission in the Framework for State Aid for
research and development and innovation applies (PbEU, 2014, C198).


https://doaj.org/
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— costs fororganising international workshops/symposia/scientific meetings.

Explanation of the budget module Money follows Cooperation (Mi()

The module Money follows Cooperation provides the possibility of realising a part of the projectata publicly
funded knowledge institution outside of the Netherlands.

The applicant must convincingly argue how the researcher from the foreign knowledge institution will
contribute specificexpertise to the research project thatis notavailablein the Netherlands atthe level
necessary for the project.

This conditiondoes notapply if NWO has concludeda bilateral agreement concerning Money follows
Cooperationwith the national research council of the countrywhere the foreign knowledge institutionis
located. On this NWO web page you will find an overview of research councils that signed a bilateral MfC
agreement with NWO.

The budgetapplied for within this module cannot be more than 50% of the total budget applied for.

A co-applicant from the participating foreign knowledge instituti on should satisfy the conditions set for co-
applicantsin Section 3.1 of this callfor proposals, with the exception of the conditionthat the co-applicant
should be employed inthe Kingdom of the Netherlands.

The rates for the personnel costs of researchers at the foreign knowledge institution are calculated on the
basis of the correction coefficients table of the Marie Sktodowska-Curie grants (EU, Horizon 2020), based on
the Dutch VSNU rates. Thetable canbecan befoundon this web page of NWO.

The main applicant receives the grantand is responsible for transferringthe amount to the foreign knowledge
institutionandfor providing accountability for the MfC part of the grant. The MfC partwill be part of the
overall financial accountability of the project.

The exchangeraterisk lies with the applicants. Therefore, gains or losses due to the exchangerateare not

eligible for funding. Theapplicantis responsible for:

— The financial accountability forall costs in both euros and the local currency, for whichthe exchange rate
used mustbevisible;

— areasonabledeterminationof thesize of the exchange rate. If requested by NWO, the applicant must
always beableto provide a description of this reasonable determination.

If morethan 125,000 Euros is requested withinthis module, the final financial statement must be
accompanied by anauditor's report.

NWO will notissue anyfunding to co-applicantsincountries thatfall under national or international sanction
legislation and rules. The EU Sanctions Map (www.sanctionsmap.eu) is guiding in this respect.

Explanation of the budget module Project Management

The Project management module allows fora budgetitemto beincluded for project management. A
maximum of 5% of the total budget requested may be requested for project managementinphasell,anda
maximum of 5% inphaselll.

Project managementincludes the following: optimising the organisational structure of the consortium,
supporting the consortium and the main applicant, safeguarding the coherence, progress and unity of the
project,andcoordinatingbetween the sub-projects within the project. These tasks mayalsobe carried out by
external parties if they are notavailable within the main applicant’s knowledge i nstitution.

Knowledge institutions should take account of public procurement rules in the tender procedure for selecting
a third party and, where appropriate, follow a European procurement procedure. The activities of main
applicants and co-applicants themselves in relationto the project or project management maynotbe funded
under this budget module.


https://www.nwo.nl/en/policies/international+collaboration/money+follows+cooperation
https://www.nwo.nl/documents/nwo/beleid/money-follows-cooperation/nwo-country-correction-coefficients-ccc
https://www.sanctionsmap.eu/
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The budget to be requested for project management can consist of material or implementation costs and
personnel costs. For personnel costs, amaximum rate of € 119.00 per hour canbe claimed. The hourly rate of
personnel to be appointed must be based on a cost-covering rateandis calculated on the basis of the

standard productive number of hours used by the organisation. The cost-covering rateincludes:

— (average) gross salary corresponding to the position of the employee who will contribute to the project
(based on the collective labour agreement grade of the employee concerned);

— holiday allowanceand13thmonth (ifapplicableintherelevant collective labour agreement) in proportion
to the FTE deployed;

— socialsecuritycharges;

— pensioncosts;

— overheads.

Project managementtasks maybe carried out by external parties, but the part of (commercial) hourly rates
thatexceeds therates stated is not eligible for funding and therefore cannot beincluded inthe budget
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