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NWO Talent Programme – Vici scheme

Health Research and Development (ZonMw)
Version: May 2026
This is the application form for ZonMw. For applicants in domains AES, SSH or Science, please use the application form provided by NWO for these domains.
For applicants: 
In this application form, the information on rules and guidelines (the Explanatory Notes) are embedded in the form. Please expand the Explanatory Notes for information on guidelines, terms, conditions and requirements.
Make sure to remove the Explanatory Notes before saving the document as a PDF in order to ensure the document is readable for the external referees and the assessment committee.

Note 1: on Apple computers, the rules and guidelines can be made visible by selecting “Outline” under the “View” tab in Word. Also, the rules and guidelines are automatically visible when you open the application form in Google docs.
For applicants and assessors: 
The budget is part of the My ZonMw online application form and, upon submission, is included in the first section of the PDF.
 Expand for application form guidelines (REMOVE BEFORE SUBMITTING)
	Application form guidelines and important information
Formal requirements of the application form:
use the Calibri font (or similar), black, 10 point font size, except for references to the literature, which may be given in 9 point. Use line spacing 1 and do not change the margins (2,5 cm in either direction);
texts that need editing, are optional or require a choice are marked in green and additionally marked with <<< at the beginning and >>> at the end of the text. Make sure that the markings and the text between them (and thus the green colour) are removed throughout the document before submitting;
complete the application form entirely in English;
adhere to the stated word or page limit for each section of the application form. Word counts include all text (including, but not limited to, references, footnotes, text in tables and figures). Exceptions are explicitly mentioned;
provide only the requested information. When asked for personal details mention initials and last name, and refrain from mentioning first name(s), to reduce gender effects; 
it is not allowed to include letters of support or documents other than required;
it is not allowed to include (hyper)links to a personal website, to a group website or to similar information which, in fact, extends the page limit set. The reviewers and committee members are only required to assess the information given in the online application system and appendices including this application form. In section 3, you may use an active hyperlink, on the condition that it links directly to the item. This hyperlink should preferably be in the form of a persistent identifier (e.g. a DOI).
submit the application form in PDF format free of security locks and bookmarks. If you do not know how to convert your application form to PDF format, allow extra time to get help from your institution’s computer support department or from the ISAAC helpdesk (see below);
remove the explanatory notes from the form, but leave all other instructions in the form. 
Important information, read before filling in the application form:
Carefully read the information provided in the Explanatory Notes and the Call for proposals. You can download the Call for proposals from the NWO-website (https://www.nwo.nl/en/calls/nwo-talent-programme). The original Dutch-language text of the Call for proposals is the authoritative version. Where the English-language text is open to a different interpretation, no additional rights may be derived from it.
Make sure that all fields within your My ZonMw-profile are up-to-date, such as your contact details (e.g. phone number, postal address). This information will be used for administrative purposes. Furthermore, please register your gender in My ZonMw as this will influence policy decisions.
To fill out the application form, you are free to use programmes other than Word (e.g., LaTeX), as long as you preserve the form’s overall structure and layout.
The deadline for submitting your application is 8 September 2026, 14:00:00 hrs CE(S)T. This means that you must have filled out all the information fields, uploaded all the documents, and have clicked the ‘submit’ button before 14:00:00 CE(S)T. Applications received after the deadline are automatically disqualified.
If you have any questions about the application form or application process, do not hesitate to contact the programme coordinator of your domain. Contact details can be found at the NWO-website (https://www.nwo.nl/en/researchprogrammes/nwo-talent-programme).
Within two weeks after the submission deadline, NWO may contact you regarding any administrative corrections required to ensure that your application meets the conditions for submission. You will receive a confirmation of the eligibility of your submission – i.e., whether it complies with all formal requirements – within approximately two to three weeks after the submission deadline.
For any technical questions regarding submission, please contact the My ZonMw helpdesk:
servicedesk@zonmw.nl or +31 70 349 51 78.
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1 [bookmark: _Toc209607785][bookmark: _Toc256000000][bookmark: _Toc212112917]General information‏‏‎‏
 Expand for Explanatory Notes on section 1 (REMOVE BEFORE SUBMITTING)
	[bookmark: _Hlk182399318]Notes 1.a Title of research proposal
Ensure that the title provided in section 1a and the title entered in My ZonMw are the same.
Notes 1.b Prospective host institution
Add the department and the specific group (if applicable) at which you plan to execute your project. Please be as specific as possible and include the research group or lab.
Notes on additional General information in My ZonMw 
In My ZonMw, you are also asked to add additional (administrative) information. Also the scientific summary and the public summaries are completed in My ZonMw. Take into account that this information has to be registered before the deadline.  
Research field
In My ZonMw, you must also fill out one or more research fields that correspond to the subject of your research proposal. For the field(s) of research, you can refer to all listed research fields on the NWO research field list, using the exact names (https://www.nwo.nl/en/nwo-research-fields). 
Please note that in My ZonMw, you only add the research field(s) and do not need to add the associated code manually. For example, if your main field of research is Business Administration you fill out the following: Business Administration.


1.a [bookmark: _Hlk182399318_Kopiëren_1][bookmark: _Toc209607786][bookmark: _Toc256000001][bookmark: _Toc212112918]Title of research proposal
	Title:
	<<< Titel >>>


1.b [bookmark: _Toc209607106][bookmark: _Toc209607787][bookmark: _Toc212112923][bookmark: _Toc209607790]Prospective host institution 
	Host institution:
	<<<research organization>>>

	Research group:
	<<<department and research group/lab>>>




2 [bookmark: _Toc212112924][bookmark: _Toc209607791][bookmark: _Toc256000003]Research proposal‏‏‎‏
 Expand for Explanatory Notes on section 2 (REMOVE BEFORE SUBMITTING)
	Applicants should be transparent about the use of generative AI (GAI) when writing the application. If GAI is used as a source, this should be added into section 3 of the application. The summarised GAI policy with guidelines for applicants, reviewers and NWO staff, as well as the full policy document, can be found on our website:
NWO policy on the use of generative artificial intelligence (GAI) | NWO
Notes 2.a Description of proposed research (Max 14 pages)
Describe the proposed research as accurately as you can within the maximum length of 14 pages of which 2a3 and 2a4 together may take up a maximum of 1 page. The page count includes all text used in section 2a (2a1, 2a2, 2a3 and 2a4), including in-text references, footnotes, figure captions, text in figures and tables.
Include a description of the overall aim and key objectives (2a1), the research plan (2a2), the alignment between your expertise and the research proposal (2a3) and provide a concise motivation for choice of host institute (2a4). Criterion 1, ‘Quality and innovative character of the research proposal’, and its underlying aspects will be assessed based on the information provided in section 2a. Consult the Call for proposals for the full description of the criterion.
These sections must at least contain:
2.a1 Overall aim and key objectives, including:
scientific relevance and challenges;
originality and innovative character;
methods and techniques.
2.a2 Research plan, including:
practical timetable/timeline over the grant period, including information on the time spent by personnel;
local, national and international collaboration;
work plan (in narrative form). 
2.a3 Alignment between research proposal and expertise of the applicant:
description of the alignment between proposed research and the existing expertise of the applicant; 
if applicable: how this alignment can be achieved.
The relevant expertise of the applicant should be described, but note that the CV itself is not part of the assessment criteria. The information in this section can be used to assess ‘whether the proposal aligns with the researcher's expertise, or whether the researcher presents a convincing vision on how this alignment will be achieved’. Keep in mind that the committee (and reviewers) do not have access to your preproposal.
Do not include hyperlinks to personal websites or group websites. Make sure the section complies with the DORA guidelines as described in Section 4.1 of the Call for proposals.
Suggestion: keep the description concise.
2.a4 Motivation for choice of host institute
Indicate why you prefer to carry out your research at the host institute, including:
reasons for choosing this institute;
in what way your research complements the already existing research line(s) at the host institute.
Notes 2.b Scientific and/or societal impact of proposed research (Max 2.5 pages)
The scientific and/or societal impact of your proposed research should be described on no more than 2.5 pages. The word count includes all text used in section 2b including in-text references, footnotes, figure captions, text in figures and tables. 
You may choose to focus on achieving scientific impact, societal impact, or a combination of both. Specify, via the dropdown menu, which type of impact the proposal focuses on:
Primary focus on scientific impact;
Scientific and societal impact are of comparable focus;
Primary focus on societal impact.
NWO assesses scientific impact as follows: whether the proposal conveys an ambitious vision and appropriate strategy regarding the dissemination and/or implementation of the research results in one’s own discipline, related disciplines and the broader scientific field.
Societal impact refers to the societal (cultural, economic, industrial, ecological, or social) changes that result, in whole or in part, from knowledge and expertise generated through research. These changes contribute to the well-being of people, the planet, and society, both now and for future generations.
It is not necessary to include both types of impact to get a good score for the criterion ‘Scientific and/or societal impact’. A focus on scientific impact, a focus on societal impact, or a combination thereof, can all lead to a good score. It is important that a clear motivation is given in the proposal for the choice to focus on scientific and/or societal impact. Although you have the choice to focus on scientific and/or societal impact, you should also consider how both foreseen and unforeseen opportunities can be realised for the other form of impact. This may mean indicating in the proposal that (un)foreseen opportunities with regard to impact are taken up by others, and describing your own role in making this possible.
To increase the project’s potential contribution to the intended impact, you are also required to describe the key risks of undesirable societal impact and measures proposed to prevent or mitigate these risks.
Based on the referee reports and the rebuttal, the assessment committee will consider whether there are possibilities for impact that are not described in the proposal, and take this into account in its assessment.
For further information on this criterion, please see the call for proposals and our website.
When writing, please consider the following points:
· Motivate your choice for the focus on scientific and/or societal impact.
· Address all relevant elements of the assessment criteria for the chosen form of impact (see Call for proposals).
· Indicate how attention will be given to the other form of impact (for example, if the focus is on scientific impact, explain how attention will be paid to possible or unforeseen societal impacts of the research, and vice versa).
· Describe the key risks of undesirable societal impact and the proposed measures to prevent or mitigate these risks. The description should be a short, concise assessment and vision of the researcher.



2.a [bookmark: _Hlk182224656][bookmark: _Toc209607792][bookmark: _Toc212112925][bookmark: _Toc256000004]Description of proposed research
2.a1 Overall aim and key objective
<<<text>>
2.a2 Research plan
<<<text>>
2.a3 Alignment between research proposal and expertise of the applicant
<<<text>>
2.a4 Motivation for the choice of host institution
<<<text>>

	Page count (max. 14 pages):
	<<<Page count (section 2a1 + 2a2 + 2a3 + 2a4) >>>


2.b [bookmark: _Toc209607794][bookmark: _Toc209607113][bookmark: _Toc209607112][bookmark: _Toc209607793][bookmark: _Toc256000006][bookmark: _Toc209607798][bookmark: _Toc212112926]Scientific and/or societal impact of proposed research
Impact focus
The impact focus of the project is as follows:
<<<Choose your impact focus here>>>
Description of the impact of the proposed research

<<<text>>>
	Page count (max. 2.5 pages):
	[bookmark: _Hlk191642869]<<<Page count (section 2b)>>>



3 [bookmark: _Hlk191640799][bookmark: _Toc212112927][bookmark: _Toc256000007][bookmark: _Toc209607799]Literature references
 Expand for Explanatory Notes on section 3 (REMOVE BEFORE SUBMITTING)
	Notes 3. Literature references
The list of references should be relevant to the research proposal and cited in the text of sections 2a and 2b. Use a consistent reference style throughout the proposal and only include 'open literature'. It should not include internal documents (such as master theses) nor should it be a mere list of publications of the main applicant. 

It is not allowed to highlight publications with your own contribution in any way. To minimise potential gender effects, use a reference style that does not contain first names. In section 3, active hyperlinks may be used, provided they link directly to the output item. Where possible, you are strongly encouraged to include a DOI.
This section does not count toward the word and/or page limitations.
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<<<text>>>
4 Additional (applications for) funding for overlapping project(s)
 Expand for Explanatory Notes on section 4 (REMOVE BEFORE SUBMITTING)
	Notes 4.a Additional (applications for) funding for overlapping project(s)
Please include details of any additional (application(s) for) funding for projects that partially or fully overlap with this application, whether from NWO or from any other institution (e.g. European Research Council). 

Please note: Double funding is not permitted. If a (sub)project is funded by NWO or another (European) funding body, the entire Vici application will not be awarded.

It is not possible for NWO to fund costs that are funded through other sources, other than through the additional funding stated in the budget as contribution by the host institution and/or co-funding by a third party.

The explanation may be given in maximum 100 words.




4.a Additional (applications for) funding for overlapping project(s)
	Are you applying for, have you applied for and/or obtained any additional funding for (parts of) this project either from NWO or from any other institution, and/or has the same idea been submitted elsewhere?
	Choose from list



	Explanation (if ‘yes’)
(max. 100 words):
	Explanation, if applicable



5 [bookmark: _Toc212112931][bookmark: _Toc256000009][bookmark: _Toc209607803]Data management plan
 Expand for Explanatory Notes on section 5 (REMOVE BEFORE SUBMITTING)
	Notes 5. Data management
Please answer concisely and only include information relevant for your data management plan. Information in this section will not be included in the committee assessment of your proposal. 
Please answer the relevant questions regarding the data management of your proposed research.
Responsible data management is part of good research. To promote effective and efficient data management, data sharing and data reuse, NWO expects researchers to carefully manage data resulting from NWO-funded research and prospectively plan for which data will be preserved and shared. With the data management section, NWO mainly wants to raise awareness about the importance of responsible data management. The section is therefore not included in a committee's decision about whether or not a proposal should be awarded funding. NWO does, however, submit this section to the external referees and the assessment committee for advice.
It is recommended that you seek advice from a data steward or research support office at your host institution to complete this section. 
They will be able to recommend suitable storage facilities and repositories for your data, and to advise on data management costs.
After a proposal has been awarded funding, grantees are required to elaborate the data management section into a detailed data management plan explaining how research data and other results emerging from the NWO-funded research will be stored and made findable, accessible, interoperable and reusable (FAIR).
What does NWO understand as research data?
Research data are the evidence that underpin the answer to research questions, and can be used to validate findings. Data can be quantitative information or qualitative statements collected by researchers in the course of their work by experimentation, observation, modelling, interview or other methods, or information derived from existing evidence.
For the purpose of NWO’s data management policy, the definition of research data does not include physical objects such as scientific and archaeological collections, physical arts works or biobanks; however, digital information extracted from such objects are to be regarded as research data.
Software is also not included in the definition of research data. NWO recognizes that software (algorithms, scripts and code developed by researchers in the course of their work) may be necessary to access and interpret data. In such cases, the data management plan will be expected to address how information about such items will be made available.
What data does NWO expect you share and preserve?
Research results should be stored in such a way that they can be retrieved and reused in the long term, also by researchers in disciplines and organisations other than those in which the research took place. The operating principle is that all stored data are, in principle, freely accessible and that access is only limited if needed for reasons such as privacy, public security, ethical restrictions, property rights and commercial interests.
NWO expects researchers to preserve the data resulting from their projects for at least ten years, unless legal provisions or discipline-specific guidelines dictate otherwise. As much as possible, research data should be made publicly available for reuse, unless there are valid reasons not to do so. As a minimum, NWO requires that the data underpinning research papers should be made available at the time of the article’s publication. Any tools or software (algorithms, scripts and code developed by researchers in the course of their work) necessary to access and interpret data should be made available alongside the data.
The costs of data management are eligible for funding and can be included in the project budget.
Important factors that determine the costs are:
the type of data;
the capacity needed for storage and backup;
the amount of work needed to allocate metadata and the compilation of other documentation such as codebooks and the queries used in the statistical package;
the extent to which the data needs to be protected;
the hiring in of external data management expertise or other expertise.




5.a Will this project involve re-using existing research data?
<<<Choose your option.>>>
If no, have you considered re-using existing data but discarded the possibility? Why? 
If yes, state any constraints on re-use of existing data if there are any.
<<<text>>>
5.b Will data be collected or generated that are suitable for reuse? 
<<<Choose from list>>>
<<<text in case you chose No>>>
5c. If applicable: After the project has been completed, how will the data be stored for the long-term and made available for the use by third parties? Are there possible restrictions to data sharing or embargo reasons? Please state these here.
<<<text>>>
5d. If applicable: Will there be any costs (financial and time) related to data management and sharing/preservation?
<<<Choose from list>>>
6 [bookmark: _Toc212112932][bookmark: _Toc209607804][bookmark: _Toc256000010]Personal Information/signature
[bookmark: _Toc212112933]Ethical aspects
Please indicate whether your proposed research requires one of the following ethical approvals and whether you have already applied and/or received the approval.
	Approval from a medical ethics review committee:
	Choose from list 

	Approval from an animal experiments committee:
	Choose from list 

	Permission for research with the population screening Act:
	Choose from list

	Approval from any other recognised ethics review committee(s):
	Choose from list


	I have included a ‘Statement exceeding maximum funding’:
	Choose from list

	I have included a ‘Declaration co-funding’:
	Choose from list

	[bookmark: _Hlk198194019]I declare that my contact details in MyZonMw are up to date (that includes: email and postal address at host institute for full duration of the round, phone number).
	Choose from list

	I declare that my proposal is in line with the guidelines for applicants in the NWO policy on the use of generative AI | NWO.
	Choose from list

	By submitting this form, I declare that I have completed this application form truthfully, and that I satisfy the nationally and internationally accepted standards for scientific conduct as stated in the ‘Netherlands Code of Conduct for Research Integrity 2018’. I endorse the Code of Conduct for Laboratory Animals and the Code of Conduct for Biosecurity/possibility for dual-use of the expected results and will act accordingly, if applicable.


[bookmark: _Toc212112934]Closing statement

	Title(s), initial(s) and last name:
	<<<text>>>

	Place:
	<<<text>>>

	Date:
	<<<text>>>
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