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In the application form the information on rules and guidelines (the explanatory notes) are embedded in the form. Please expand the ‘Explanatory Notes’ for information on terms, conditions and requirements. 
This is the ZonMw application form. For other applicants, please use the NWO-version of the application form.
Note: on Apple computers the rules and guidelines can be made visible by selecting “Outline” under the “View” tab in Word. Also, the rules and guidelines are automatically visible when you open the form in Google docs.
NOTE: Sections 1c, 1d, 1e, and 3 of the application form are not applicable for ZonMw, as they are part of the Mijn ZonMw online application form.
 Expand for general Explanatory Notes
	General notes

	The preferred font is Calibri, black, 9,5 point font size, except for references to the literature, which may be given in 8.5 point. Use line spacing 1.
Provide only the requested information. When asked for personal details mention initials and last name, and refrain from mentioning first name(s), to reduce gender effects.
Please make sure the Explanatory notes are not visible in the pdf version of your application. In order to achieve this you may either remove the Explanatory note text boxes, or collapse the Explanatory notes in the word document before converting to PDF.
Important note: when writing your proposal, take into account that it will be read by a broadly composed assessment committee within your chosen domain.

[bookmark: _Hlk167440812]Guidelines for the use of hyperlinks
The use of hyperlinks to personal webpages or group webpages is prohibited in all sections. The reviewers and committee members are only required to assess the information given in the online application system and appendices including this application form. In section 2c, you may use an active hyperlink, on the condition that it links directly to the output item. This hyperlink should preferably be in the form of a persistent identifier (e.g. a DOI).

Before completing the grant application proposal form, please study the information and guidelines provided in the explanatory notes provided throughout the form and the NWO call for proposals on the NWO Talent Programme - Vici 2024. You can download this text from the website (NWO | Vici Call 2024) or in ISAAC/Mijn ZonMw. The original Dutch-language text of the call is the authoritative version. Where the English-language text is open to a different interpretation, no additional rights may be derived from it.

Please note that PDF format is required for all documents. In order to process the application data properly, all submitted PDF files must be free of security locks and bookmarks. If you do not know how to convert your application to PDF format, allow extra time to get help from your institution’s computer support department or from the application system help desk (see below). To fill out the application form, you are free to use programs other than Word (e.g., LaTeX), as long as you preserve the form’s overall structure and layout.

Please submit your grant application full proposal form using the ISAAC system (https://www.isaac.nwo.nl) for applications to Applied and Engineering Sciences (AES), Science (ENW) or Social Sciences and Humanities (SSH). If applying to the Netherlands Organisation for Health Research and Development (ZonMw), please use Mijn ZonMw (https://mijn.zonmw.nl) and use the ZonMw specific application form as parts of this form have to be filled in the online application system Mijn ZonMw. The form can be found in Mijn ZonMw.

Note that ISAAC and Mijn ZonMw may use a session timeout. Save your application data regularly and avoid long sessions with periods of inactivity.

When you submit a proposal in ISAAC and Mijn ZonMw you are required to fill out the “Abstract” (ZonMw: “Comprehensive summary”) section. Please fill out this section using the same text as the ‘summary of the research proposal (1b) (max 300 words).

The deadline for submitting your proposal application is 10 September 2024, 14.00 hrs (Central European Summer Time). This means that you must have filled out all the information fields, uploaded all the documents, and have clicked the ‘submit’ button before 14.00 hrs (CEST). Applications received after the deadline are automatically disqualified.

Complete the application entirely in English. Do not exceed the stated maximum number of words or pages for each section of the form. If you exceed the stated maximum number of words or pages or if you fail to supply the necessary documents, your application may be disqualified from the competition.

If you have any questions about the application form or application process, please do not hesitate to contact the programme coordinator of your domain. Contact details can be found at https://www.nwo.nl/onderzoeksprogrammas/nwo-talentprogramma.

You will receive a confirmation of the eligibility of your submission —i.e., whether it complies with all formal requirements— within approximately two weeks after the submission deadline.

For any technical questions regarding submission, please contact the relevant helpdesk:
ISAAC: isaac.helpdesk@nwo.nl or +31 70 344 06 00
Mijn ZonMw: servicedesk@zonmw.nl or +31 70 349 51 78



[bookmark: _top]1.	General information‏‏‎‏
 Expand for Explanatory Notes on section 1
	Notes 1b. Scientific summary of research proposal

	Provide a summary of your proposal (topic, approach and potential importance of the results) in no more than three hundred words. 

Make sure to provide an informative and relevant abstract, clearly describing what you are going to investigate, why you are going to investigate this subject and which results you expect to find. 

	Notes 1e. Main field of research

Not applicable. Section 1e of the NWO application form is part of the Mijn ZonMw online application form.


	Notes 1f. Public summary of your research proposal

	Please draft two public summaries of your proposal: one in English and one in Dutch, 50-100 words each (Do not forget the title line). If your application is successful, the public summaries will be used in NWO publicity surrounding the announcement of the grant award decisions.

Please keep the following guidelines in mind:
o	Use comprehensible, everyday language and be as specific as possible. For example, do not write ‘the mechanism underlying apoptosis will be examined’ but ‘the researchers will use microscopes to look for the reasons for spontaneous cell death’. 
o	Do not write in terms of ‘we’ and ‘us’ but use terms like researchers, biologists, literary specialists, etc. 
o	Write the summary in such a way that you feel you ought to be including terms like ‘basically’, ‘put simply’, ‘roughly speaking’ and ‘in lay terms’ – but do not actually include them! 

Examples of public summaries: 

	Ratten op reis

	Dr. A.A.E. van der Geer, Naturalis 

	De Polynesische rat komt voor op bijna alle eilanden in de Stille Zuidzee. Echter, hij hoort er niet thuis. De Polynesische rat werd er door mensen gebracht en paste zich aan de lokale omstandigheden aan. Dit onderzoek leert ons hoe zoogdieren evolueren en hoe de huidige biodiversiteit kan zijn ontstaan. (50 words)



	The magnetic brain: Alzheimer’s disease seen through iron

	Dr. L. Bossoni , LUMC, Radiology Department – Biophysics

	Abnormal accumulation of iron is found in the brains of patients suffering from several different neurodegenerative diseases, but its potential toxicity is still not understood. This research project uses a new and multidisciplinary approach to detect and characterize different forms of iron, also leading to new in vivo methods of visualization (51 words).



Please note that the public summaries are different from the summary you have drafted under section 1b. Both the public summaries (1f) and the scientific summary (1b) should be included in the application form as well as in ISAAC/Mijn ZonMw.


1a. Title of the research proposal

1b. Scientific summary of research proposal
Max. 300 words. (Identical to the Scientific summary in Mijn ZonMw) 


Word count 1b:
1c. Keywords
Not applicable. Section 1c of the NWO application form is part of the Mijn ZonMw online application form.
1d.	NWO domain
	Not applicable. Section 1d of the NWO application form is part of the Mijn ZonMw online application form.



1e.	Main field of research 
Not applicable. Section 1e of the NWO application form is part of the Mijn ZonMw online application form.

1f. Public summary of your research proposal
Please supply both an English (ENG) and a Dutch (NL) version (50-100 words each), and an English and Dutch popular title. Please see the Explanatory Notes on section 1 for the requested format and examples of public summaries. (Identical to the Public summaries in Mijn ZonMw)

NL
	Projecttitel

	Academische titel(s), Initialen, Achternaam, Instituut

	Publiekssamenvatting



	Word count:


	

ENG
	Project title

	Academic title(s) Initials, Surname, Institute

	Public summary



	Word count: 




2. Research proposal
 Expand for Explanatory Notes on section 2
	[bookmark: Notes2a]Notes 2a. Description of the proposed research

	Describe the proposed research as accurately as you can within the stated maximum number of pages.

This maximum is no more than 14 pages, of which 2a3 and 2a4 together may take up a maximum of 1 page. The page count includes all text, figures and tables used in section 2a (2a1, 2a2, 2a3 and 2a4), including in-text references, footnotes, figure captions, and tables.

Include a description of the overall aim and key objectives (2a1), the research plan (2a2), the alignment between your expertise and the research proposal (2a3) and provide a concise motivation for choice of host institute (2a4). Take in mind that criterion 1 ‘Quality and innovative character of the research proposal’ and the underlying aspects will be assessed based on the information given in section 2a. Please consult the Call for proposals for the full description of the criterion.  

These sections must at least contain:

2a1. Overall aim and key objectives, including:
-	scientific relevance and challenges;
-	originality and innovative character;
-	methods and techniques.

2a2. Research plan, including:
-	practical timetable/timeline over the grant period, including information on the time spent by personnel;
-	local, national and international collaboration;
-	work plan (in narrative form). 

[bookmark: _Hlk167444076][bookmark: _Hlk165976938][bookmark: _Hlk165976108]2a3. Expertise of the applicant: alignment with research proposal (2a3 and 2a4 together may take up max. 1 page), including:
· description of the alignment between proposed research and the existing expertise of the applicant;
· if applicable: how this alignment can be achieved.

[bookmark: _Hlk165976242]The relevant expertise of the applicant should be described, but note that the CV itself is not part of the assessment criteria. The information in the paragraph can be used in the assessment of  ‘whether the proposal is in line with the researcher's expertise, or whether the researcher presents a convincing vision on how this alignment will be achieved.’

Do not include hyperlinks to personal websites or group websites. Make sure the section complies with the DORA guidelines as described in Section 4.1 of the Call for proposals. 


2a4. Motivation for choice of host institute (2a3 and 2a4 together may take up a maximum of 1 page)
Indicate why you prefer to carry out your research at the host institute including 
-	reasons for choosing this institute;
-	in what way your research complements the already existing research line(s) at the host institute.

	Notes 2b. Scientific and/or societal impact 

Describe the motivation for scientific and/or societal impact and the scientific and/or societal impact itself as accurately as you can within the stated maximum number of pages.

This maximum is no more than 2 pages.

Take in mind that criterion 2 ‘Scientific and/or societal impact’ and the underlying aspects will be assessed based on the information given in section 2b. Please consult the Call for proposals for the full description of the criterion.  
The applicant may choose to focus on achieving scientific impact, societal impact, or a combination of both. It is not necessary to include both types of impact to get a good score for this assessment criterion. A focus on scientific impact, a focus on societal impact, or a combination thereof, can lead to a good score. It is important that a clear motivation is given in the application for the choice to focus on scientific and/or societal impact. On the basis of the referee reports and the rebuttal, the committee will assess whether there are possibilities for impact that are not described in the proposal, and take this into account in its assessment.

Scientific impact is the impact of research on one's own research field, on related research fields and/or on the broader scientific community through the dissemination and/or implementation of research results. Societal impact can broadly be defined as any cultural, economic, industrial, environmental and/or societal change that is (in part) the result of the knowledge and skills acquired through the proposed research.

Although the applicant has the choice to focus on societal and/or scientific impact, the applicant should consider how both foreseen and unforeseen opportunities can be seized for the non-chosen form of impact. This may mean that the applicant indicates in the proposal that (un)foreseen opportunities with regard to impact are being taken up by others, and describes what their own role is in making this possible. 

Example: The applicant chooses to focus on scientific impact. The applicant motivates this choice by describing their goals regarding scientific impact and by proposing a fitting strategy to reach these goals by disseminating and implementing their research results. Even though the focus is on scientific impact, the applicant also describes some possibilities for societal impact and how the project contributes to this. If the applicant does not yet see any possibilities for societal impact of the proposed research, the applicant describes how attention is paid to unforeseen opportunities and how they are dealt with. For example by organizing mid-term reflection moments, or by involving parties such as a knowledge transfer officer (KTO) in scouting for opportunities, or by sharing the results with researchers and/or other parties who strive for societal impact. It is up to the applicant to choose the best form and to motivate this choice.

For further information on this criterion, please see our website. 
[bookmark: _Hlk167443468]Notes 2c. Literature references
Please list all relevant literature used in your research proposal and include full bibliographical details. Please use the similar referencing style for all references. 
Do not highlight your name in the reference. 
In section 2c, you may use an active hyperlink, on the condition that it links directly to the output item. This hyperlink should preferably be in the form of a persistent identifier (e.g. a DOI). 



	[bookmark: Notes2e]Notes 2d. Data management section

	Responsible data management is part of good research. To promote effective and efficient data management, data sharing and data reuse, NWO expects researchers to carefully manage data resulting from NWO-funded research and prospectively plan for which data will be preserved and shared.

With the data management section, NWO mainly wants to raise awareness about the importance of responsible data management. The section is therefore not included in a committee's decision about whether or not a proposal should be awarded funding. NWO does, however, submit this section to the committee and referees for advice. 

It is recommended that you seek advice from a data steward or research support office at your home institution to complete this section. They will be able to recommend suitable storage facilities and repositories for your data, and to advise on data management costs.

After a proposal has been awarded funding, grantees are required to elaborate the data management section into a detailed data management plan explaining how research data and other results emerging from the NWO-funded research will be stored and made findable, accessible, interoperable and reusable (FAIR). 

What does NWO understand as research data?

Research data are the evidence that underpin the answer to research questions, and can be used to validate findings. Data can be quantitative information or qualitative statements collected by researchers in the course of their work by experimentation, observation, modelling, interview or other methods, or information derived from existing evidence. 

For the purpose of NWO’s data management policy, the definition of research data does not include physical objects such as scientific and archaeological collections, physical arts works or biobanks; however, digital information extracted from such objects are to be regarded as research data.

Software is also not included in the definition of research data. NWO recognizes that software (algorithms, scripts and code developed by researchers in the course of their work) may be necessary to access and interpret data. In such cases, the data management plan will be expected to address how information about such items will be made available.

What data does NWO expect you share and preserve?

Research results should be stored in such a way that they can be retrieved and reused in the long term, also by researchers in disciplines and organisations other than those in which the research took place. The operating principle is that all stored data are, in principle, freely accessible and that access is only limited if needed for reasons such as privacy, public security, ethical restrictions, property rights and commercial interests. 

NWO expects researchers to preserve the data resulting from their projects for at least ten years, unless legal provisions or discipline-specific guidelines dictate otherwise. As much as possible, research data should be made publicly available for reuse, unless there are valid reasons not to do so. As a minimum, NWO requires that the data underpinning research papers should be made available at the time of the article’s publication. Any tools or software (algorithms, scripts and code developed by researchers in the course of their work) necessary to access and interpret data should be made available alongside the data.

The costs of data management are eligible for funding and should be included in the project budget. 

Important factors that determine the costs are: 
· the type of data; 
· the capacity needed for storage and backup; 
· the amount of work needed to allocate metadata and the compilation of other documentation such as codebooks and the queries used in the statistical package; 
· the extent to which the data needs to be protected; 
· the hiring in of external data management expertise or other expertise.






2a. Description of the proposed research (max. 14 pages)
For more information on the required content for 2a1, 2a2, 2a3 and 2a4, see notes 2a.

2a1. Overall aim and key objective

2a2. Research plan

2a3. Alignment between research proposal and expertise of the applicant

2a4. Motivation for the choice of host institution

(2a1, 2a2, 2a3 and 2a4 combined total:  max. 14 pages, of which 2a3 and 2a4 together may take up a maximum of 1 page).


Combined total number of pages 2a1, 2a2, 2a3 and 2a4:
2b. Scientific and/or societal impact of the proposed research (max. 2 pages)
Specify via drop down menu which kind of impact the proposal focusses on:

Choose primary focus

Please elaborate on the scientific and/or societal impact of the proposed research:
When writing, please consider the following points:
· Motivate your choice for the focus on scientific and/or societal impact;
· Elaborate on all applicable parts of the criteria for the chosen form of impact (see call for proposals);
· Indicate how attention will be paid to the non-chosen form of impact (thus, if the focus is on scientific impact, how attention is paid to possible or unforeseen societal impact of the research, and vice versa).

(2b: max. 2 pages)

Page count 2b:
2c. Literature references
Please list all relevant literature used in your research proposal and include full bibliographical details. Please use the similar referencing style for all references.
2d. Data management 
See notes for more information on the Data Management section

1. Will this project involve re-using existing research data?
☐      Yes: Are there any constraints on its re-use?
☐	No: Have you considered re-using existing data but discarded the possibility? Why?

If no, please briefly explain why; if yes, state any constraints on re-use of existing data if there are any.  

2. Will data be collected or generated that are suitable for reuse? 
☐      Yes: Please answer questions 3 and 4.
☐	No: Please explain why the research will not result in reusable data or in data that cannot be stored or data that for other reasons are not relevant for reuse. 
 
3. After the project has been completed, how will the data be stored for the long-term and made available for the use by third parties? Are there possible restrictions to data sharing or embargo reasons? Please state these here.

4. 	Will any costs (financial and time) related to data management and sharing/preservation be incurred?
☐      Yes: Then please be sure to specify the associated expenses in the budget table of this proposal.
☐	No: All the necessary resources (financial and time) to store and prepare data for sharing/preservation are or will be available at no extra cost.

  
3. Budget
[bookmark: _Hlk137123339]Not applicable. Section 3 of the NWO application form is part of the Mijn ZonMw online application form.

4.	Administrative details
[bookmark: _Hlk167893010][bookmark: _Hlk167892956] Expand for Explanatory Notes on section 4
	Notes 4. Administrative details

	[bookmark: _Hlk167892990]Please fill out the personal information and the statements by the applicant. 
Pease refrain from mentioning your first name(s) to reduce potential gender effects.


4a. 	Personal information
	Title(s), initial(s), surname(s):
	



Statements by the applicant
[bookmark: _Use_of_extension]By submitting this form, I declare that:
By submitting this form, I declare that I have completed this form truthfully, and that I satisfy the nationally and internationally accepted standards for scientific conduct as stated in the Netherlands code of conduct for research integrity 2018. I endorse the code of conduct for laboratory animals and the code of conduct for biosecurity/possibility for dual use of the expected results and will act accordingly, if applicable.
	☐   I declare that my contact details in Mijn ZonMw profile are up to date (i.e. postal address at host institute for full duration of the round, phone number).
☐   If applicable: I have included a declaration co-funding. 
☐   If applicable: I have included a statement exceeding maximum funding.

	Name (title(s), initial(s) and surname(s)):	

	Place: 	

	Date: 	
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