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	Health and Research Development
	



In this application form, the information on rules and guidelines (the Explanatory Notes) are embedded in the form. Please expand the Explanatory Notes for information on guidelines, terms, conditions and requirements. Make sure to remove the Explanatory Notes before saving the document as a PDF in order to ensure the document is readable for the external referees and the assessment committee.

Note: on Apple computers, the rules and guidelines can be made visible by selecting “Outline” under the “View” tab in Word. Also, the rules and guidelines are automatically visible when you open the application form in Google docs.
 Expand for general Explanatory Notes
	General notes

	The preferred font is Calibri, black, 9.5 point font size, except for references to the literature, which may be given in 8.5 point. Use line spacing 1.
Complete the application form entirely in English. Do not exceed the stated maximum number of words or pages for each section of the application form. If you exceed the word limit or page limit, or if you fail to supply the necessary documents, your application may be disqualified from the competition.
Please provide only the requested information. 
The external referees and the assessment committee are only asked to assess the information given in this application form and in Mijn ZonMw.
Important note: when writing your proposal, take into account that it will be read by a broadly composed assessment committee within your chosen domain.
Please carefully read the information provided in the Explanatory Notes and the Call for proposals. You can download the Call for proposals from the NWO-website (https://www.nwo.nl/en/calls/nwo-talent-programme). The original Dutch-language text of the Call for proposals is the authoritative version. Where the English-language text is open to a different interpretation, no additional rights may be derived from it.
Please make sure that all fields within your Mijn ZonMw-profile are up-to-date, such as your contact details (e.g. phone number, postal address). This information will be used for administrative purposes. Furthermore, please register your gender in Mijn ZonMw as this will influence policy decisions such as the NWO ex aequo policy.

Please note that PDF format is required for all documents. In order to process the application data properly, all submitted PDF files must be free of security locks and bookmarks. If you do not know how to convert your application form to PDF format, allow extra time to get help from your institution’s computer support department or from the Mijn ZonMw helpdesk (see below). To fill out the application form, you are free to use programs other than Word (e.g., LaTeX), as long as you preserve the form’s overall structure and layout.

Please submit your application form using Mijn ZonMw (https://mijn.zonmw.nl).

Note that Mijn ZonMw may use a session timeout. Save your application data regularly and avoid long sessions with periods of inactivity.

The deadline for submitting your application is Tuesday 26 March 2024, 14.00 hrs (Central European Time). This means that you must have filled out all the information fields, uploaded all the documents, and have clicked the ‘submit’ button before 14.00 hrs (CET). Applications received after the deadline are automatically disqualified.

If you have any questions about the application form or application process, please do not hesitate to contact the programme coordinator. Contact details can be found at the ZonMw-website. 

Please bear in mind that within two weeks after the submission deadline, NWO may approach you with any possible administrative corrections that need to be made so that your application meets the conditions for submission. You will receive a confirmation of the eligibility of your submission – i.e., whether it complies with all formal requirements – within approximately two to three weeks after the submission deadline.

For any technical questions regarding submission, please contact the Mijn ZonMw helpdesk:
servicedesk@zonmw.nl or +31 70 349 51 76
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[bookmark: _1c._Prospective_host] Expand for Explanatory Notes on section 1
	Notes 1. Title of research proposal

	Please ensure that the title provided at section 1 and entered in Mijn ZonMw are the same (maximum 100 characters).



	Title:
	 




2.	Research proposal‏‏‎‏
 Expand for Explanatory Notes on section 2
	Notes 2a. Description of proposed research

	Your proposed research should be described in maximum 4,000 words on no more than 8 pages. The word count includes all text used in section 2a, including in-text references, footnotes, figure captions, text in figures and tables.

Include a description of the overall aim and key objectives (2a1), the research plan (2a2), the alignment between the research proposal and your expertise (2a3) and provide a motivation for the choice of host institution (2a4). Elaborate on all applicable parts of the criterion ‘Quality and innovative character of the research proposal’ (see Call for proposals). This section must at least contain the following information:

2a1. Overall aim and key objectives, including:
Scientific relevance and challenges;
Originality and innovative character;
Methods and techniques.

2a2. Research plan, including:
Practical timetable/timeline over the grant period;
Local, national and/or international collaboration;
Work plan (in narrative form).

2a3. Alignment between research proposal and expertise of the applicant, including: (max. 0.5 page)
Description of the alignment between the proposed research and the (existing) expertise of the applicant;
If applicable: how this alignment can be achieved.
Please note: Describe your relevant expertise, but refrain from including ‘CV information’, such as prizes, grants, et cetera. Indicators such as h-index and Journal Impact Factor are not allowed. In case you mention quality indicators, only use ones that are measured at the level of an individual output item, for instance article level indicators.

2a4. Motivation for choice of host institution, including:
Reasons for choosing this institution;
In what way your research complements the already existing research line(s) at the host institution.

	Notes 2b. Scientific and/or societal impact of proposed research

	The scientific and/or societal impact of your proposed research should be described in maximum 1,000 words on no more than 2 pages. The word count includes all text used in section 2b including in-text references, footnotes, figure captions, text in figures and tables.

You may choose to focus on achieving scientific impact, societal impact, or a combination of both. Specify via the dropdown menu which kind of impact the proposal focusses on:
Primary focus on scientific impact;
Scientific and societal impact are of comparable focus;
Primary focus on societal impact.
Scientific impact is the impact of research on one's own research field, on related research fields and on the broader scientific community through the dissemination and/or implementation of research results.
Societal impact can broadly be defined as any cultural, economic, industrial, environmental and/or societal change that is (in part) the result of the knowledge and skills acquired through the proposed research.

It is not necessary to include both types of impact to get a good score for the criterion ‘Scientific and/or societal impact’. A focus on scientific impact, a focus on societal impact, or a combination thereof, can all lead to a good score. It is important that a clear motivation is given in the proposal for the choice to focus on scientific and/or societal impact. Although you have the choice to focus on scientific and/or societal impact, you should consider how both foreseen and unforeseen opportunities can be seized for the non-chosen form of impact. This may mean that you indicate in the proposal that (un)foreseen opportunities with regard to impact are being taken up by others, and that you describe what your own role is in making this possible.
On the basis of the referee reports and the rebuttal, the assessment committee will assess whether there are possibilities for impact that are not described in the proposal, and take this into account in its assessment.

	Notes 2c. Literature references

	Please list all relevant literature used in your research proposal and include full bibliographical details. Use the same referencing style for all references.

Please note that it is not allowed to highlight publications with your own contribution in any way. To minimize potential gender effects, we kindly request to use a reference style that does not contain first names.

	Notes 2d. Data management

	Please answer the relevant questions with regard to the data management regarding your proposed research.

Responsible data management is part of good research. To promote effective and efficient data management, data sharing and data reuse, NWO expects researchers to carefully manage data resulting from NWO-funded research and prospectively plan for which data will be preserved and shared. With the data management section, NWO mainly wants to raise awareness about the importance of responsible data management. The section is therefore not included in a committee's decision about whether or not a proposal should be awarded funding. NWO does, however, submit this section to the external referees and the assessment committee for advice.

It is recommended that you seek advice from a data steward or research support office at your host institution to complete this section. They will be able to recommend suitable storage facilities and repositories for your data, and to advise on data management costs.

After a proposal has been awarded funding, grantees are required to elaborate the data management section into a detailed data management plan explaining how research data and other results emerging from the NWO-funded research will be stored and made findable, accessible, interoperable and reusable (FAIR).

What does NWO understand as research data?
Research data are the evidence that underpin the answer to research questions, and can be used to validate findings. Data can be quantitative information or qualitative statements collected by researchers in the course of their work by experimentation, observation, modelling, interview or other methods, or information derived from existing evidence.

For the purpose of NWO’s data management policy, the definition of research data does not include physical objects such as scientific and archaeological collections, physical arts works or biobanks; however, digital information extracted from such objects are to be regarded as research data.

Software is also not included in the definition of research data. NWO recognizes that software (algorithms, scripts and code developed by researchers in the course of their work) may be necessary to access and interpret data. In such cases, the data management plan will be expected to address how information about such items will be made available.

What data does NWO expect you share and preserve?
Research results should be stored in such a way that they can be retrieved and reused in the long term, also by researchers in disciplines and organisations other than those in which the research took place. The operating principle is that all stored data are, in principle, freely accessible and that access is only limited if needed for reasons such as privacy, public security, ethical restrictions, property rights and commercial interests.

NWO expects researchers to preserve the data resulting from their projects for at least ten years, unless legal provisions or discipline-specific guidelines dictate otherwise. As much as possible, research data should be made publicly available for reuse, unless there are valid reasons not to do so. As a minimum, NWO requires that the data underpinning research papers should be made available at the time of the article’s publication. Any tools or software (algorithms, scripts and code developed by researchers in the course of their work) necessary to access and interpret data should be made available alongside the data.

The costs of data management are eligible for funding and can be included in the project budget.
Important factors that determine the costs are:
the type of data;
the capacity needed for storage and backup;
the amount of work needed to allocate metadata and the compilation of other documentation such as codebooks and the queries used in the statistical package;
the extent to which the data needs to be protected;
the hiring in of external data management expertise or other expertise.


2a. Description of proposed research

2a1. Overall aim and key objective




2a2. Research plan




2a3. Alignment between research proposal and expertise of the applicant (max. 0.5 page)




2a4. Motivation for the choice of host institution





	Word count
(max. 4,000 words):
	Total word count (Section 2a1 + 2a2 + 2a3 + 2a4)



2b. Scientific and/or societal impact of proposed research
	Please do not remove this box, as it contains information for the external referees and the assessment committee.

The applicant is given the choice to either focus on scientific impact, societal impact, or to focus on both type of impact. One type of impact is not considered superior to the other. The criterion ‘Scientific and/or societal impact’ can be positively assessed if the applicant only focuses on one type of impact (either scientific or societal) or on both. However, the applicant should clearly motivate their choice and elaborate on the potential impact.
In addition, if the applicant has chosen to primarily focus on one type of impact, the applicant is asked to elaborate how proportional attention to increasing (unforeseen) opportunities for the non-chosen type of impact during the project. Thus, if the focus is on scientific impact, how attention is paid to possible or unforeseen societal impact of the research, and vice versa).



	Chosen focus:
	Choose primary focus from the list



Motivation





	Word count 
(max. 1,000 words):
	Word count (section 2b)



2c. Literature references





2d. Data management

1. Will this project involve reusing existing research data?
☐	Yes: Are there any constraints on its reuse? Why?
☐	No: Have you considered reusing existing data, but discarded the possibility? Why?

	Explanation:
	Explanation 



2. Will data be collected or generated that are suitable for reuse?
☐	Yes: Please answer questions 3 and 4.
☐	No: Please explain why the research will not result in reusable data, or in data that cannot be stored, or data that for other reasons are not relevant for reuse. You do not have to answer questions 3 and 4 and you can remove them.

	Explanation (if ‘no’):
	Explanation


 
3. After the project has been completed, how will the data be stored for the long-term and made available for reuse by third parties? Are there possible restrictions to data sharing or embargo reasons? Please elaborate.

	Explanation:
	Explanation



4. Will any costs (financial and time) related to store and prepare data for sharing/preservation be incurred?
☐	Yes: Please be sure to specify the associated expenses in the budget table of this application form.
☐	No: All the necessary resources (financial and time) to store and prepare data for sharing/preservation are or will be available at no extra cost.

3. Additional (applications for) funding for overlapping project(s)

 Expand for Explanatory Notes on section 3
	Notes 3. Additional (applications for) funding for overlapping project(s)

	Please include details of any additional (application for) funding for projects that partially or fully overlap with this application, whether from NWO or from any other institution (e.g. European Research Council). 

It is not possible for NWO to fund costs that are funded through other sources, other than through the additional funding stated in the budget as contribution by the host institution and co-funding by a third party. In other words: no double funding is permitted.

The explanation may be described in maximum 100 words.



	Have you applied for and/or obtained any additional funding for (parts of) this project either from NWO or from any other institution, and/or has the same idea been submitted elsewhere?
	Choose from list



	Explanation (if ‘yes’)
(max. 100 words):
	Explanation, if applicable



4.	Closing statement
 Expand for Explanatory Notes on section 4
	Notes 4. Closing statement

	Please fill out the closing statement.

Please refrain from mentioning your first name(s) to reduce potential gender effects.


[bookmark: _Use_of_extension]
	I have included a ‘Statement exceeding maximum funding’:
	Choose from list 

	I have included a ‘Declaration co-funding’:
	Choose from list 

	By submitting this form, I declare that I have completed this application form truthfully, and that I satisfy the nationally and internationally accepted standards for scientific conduct as stated in the ‘Netherlands Code of Conduct for Research Integrity 2018 (https://www.nwo.nl/en/news/new-netherlands-code-conduct-research-integrity). I endorse the Code of Conduct for Laboratory Animals and the Code of Conduct for Biosecurity/possibility for dual-use of the expected results and will act accordingly, if applicable.



	Title(s), initial(s) and last name:
	Title(s), initial(s) and last name

	Place:
	Place

	Date:
	Select a date
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