
                                                             Call for pre-proposals: Round 3 ABR 

 

 

 

Call for submission of project ideas ‘Tackling antibiotic resistance by reusing 

data and increasing FAIRness’  
Keywords: antibiotic resistance, reuse of data, combining data, metadata, meta-analysis, systematic 

review, implementation, implementation failure analysis, FAIR data, SNOMED, LOINC, G-standard, 

One Health, Applied Science. 

 

 

Posted on: 25 June 2019 

Deadline: 10 September 2019; 14.00 hours CET 

 

 

Contents 
Call for submission of project ideas ‘Tackling antibiotic resistance by reusing data and increasing 

FAIRness’ ................................................................................................................................................. 1 

PURPOSE OF CALL .................................................................................................................................... 1 

REQUIREMENTS ....................................................................................................................................... 1 

Research areas .................................................................................................................................... 1 

Reuse of data ...................................................................................................................................... 2 

Type of research eligible for funding .................................................................................................. 2 

Mandatory aspects of the project ...................................................................................................... 3 

Excluded from funding ........................................................................................................................ 5 

ELIGIBILITY ............................................................................................................................................... 5 

Institutions .......................................................................................................................................... 5 

Collaboration ....................................................................................................................................... 5 

Consortium and/or sponsorship agreement ...................................................................................... 5 

EU State Aid Regulation ...................................................................................................................... 6 

Sums available ..................................................................................................................................... 6 

Mandatory “Bring your own data” (BYOD) workshop ........................................................................ 7 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA ............................................................................................................................ 7 

Relevance criteria ................................................................................................................................ 7 

a. Lower the ABR burden in the Netherlands ............................................................................. 7 

b. Taking it a step further ............................................................................................................ 7 

c. Dataset(s) and collections of biological materials ................................................................... 8 

d. Diversity ................................................................................................................................... 9 

e. Application of ICT and eHealth ................................................................................................ 9 

f. Training and education ............................................................................................................ 9 

https://www.zonmw.nl/nl/onderzoek-resultaten/gezondheidsbescherming/resistentie/programmas/programma-detail/antibiotica-resistentie-abr/


                                                             Call for pre-proposals: Round 3 ABR 

 

 

 

g. Stakeholders, patients and/or end-users ................................................................................ 9 

h. Applicability ............................................................................................................................. 9 

Quality criteria .................................................................................................................................. 10 

i. Objective and research question or aim ............................................................................... 10 

j. Data Management Plan ......................................................................................................... 10 

k. Plan of action ......................................................................................................................... 10 

l. Project group or person ........................................................................................................ 10 

m. Feasibility ............................................................................................................................... 11 

PROCEDURE & TIMETABLE .................................................................................................................... 11 

Information session........................................................................................................................... 11 

Application ........................................................................................................................................ 11 

Assessment procedure ...................................................................................................................... 12 

Reviewer suggestions ........................................................................................................................ 12 

Timetable .......................................................................................................................................... 12 

Additional information ...................................................................................................................... 13 

SUBMISSION .......................................................................................................................................... 13 

Submitting your proposal (via ProjectNet) ....................................................................................... 13 

Tips .................................................................................................................................................... 13 

Consent for full grant application ..................................................................................................... 13 

INQUIERIES ............................................................................................................................................ 13 

General inquiries ............................................................................................................................... 13 

Technical issues ................................................................................................................................. 14 

Downloads and links ......................................................................................................................... 14 

APPENDICES ........................................................................................................................................... 14 

Appendix 1 - List of useful links ......................................................................................................... 14 

 

https://www.zonmw.nl/nl/onderzoek-resultaten/gezondheidsbescherming/resistentie/programmas/programma-detail/antibiotica-resistentie-abr/


                                                             Call for pre-proposals: Round 3 ABR 

 

1 

 

PURPOSE OF CALL 
This is a call for submission of project ideas addressing the reduction of the burden of antibiotic 

resistance (ABR) from a One Health perspective. It is the third and final call within the current 

programme ‘Antibiotic Resistance’. In this call, we challenge researchers to take the knowledge and 

data a step further by means of:  

- Reuse of existing data, 

- Improvement of the quality and sustainability of existing data, 

- Research on implementation and impact, 

- Research on implementation failure research. 

 

In ABR research, many databases and collections of microorganisms have been gathered and 

analysed. Great results have been achieved. And yet, sometimes you would wish you could have 

taken that one dataset a step further. Do that extra analysis. Combine several datasets. Do some 

extra lab work. All to provide more evidence, get a more profound view of the matter, get new 

evidence for theories, or implement, test or evaluate a well-developed strategy; with the main goal 

to get a better grip on tackling the ABR burden. This is why, in this call we will focus on reuse of 

existing data. By reusing these databases and collections in a new research project, and improving 

their Findability, Accessibility, Interoperability and Reusability (data FAIRness), you also contribute to 

the sustainability of valuable resources. 

 

Besides that, we also ask for project ideas that focus on implementation or implementation failure. 

Implementing research results with hands-on strategies and policies to improve prudent use of 

antibiotics at the crossroad between patient and veterinary or human healthcare professionals, is a 

challenge. We seek projects that focus on development or improvement of existing implementation 

strategies to lower the ABR burden. We also seek projects that make thorough analysis into the 

failure of implementation, provide answers to complex questions and evidence-based insights into 

determinants for implementation success. Behavioural aspects are a vital element for this success. 

  

For more background information on the programme outline, please check our general programme 

site (www.zonmw.nl/abr) (in Dutch) and the programme text.  

 

REQUIREMENTS 

Research areas 

Only research within the following research areas is eligible for funding in this round:  

1. Studies on how to prevent the acquisition and / or transmission of antibacterial resistant 

bacteria, or ABR genes in different environments e.g., patients, hospitals, farms, nature, 

etc.  

2. Studies that support appropriate (use of) diagnostics.  

3. Studies that support new or improved applications for antibiotics and alternatives to 

antibiotics. 

4. Studies on optimising dosage and prudent use of antibiotics. 

 

Results of research within this call should aim to have considerable impact on lowering the burden of 

antibiotic resistance. A One Health approach is considered to be of significant value.  

https://www.zonmw.nl/nl/onderzoek-resultaten/gezondheidsbescherming/resistentie/programmas/programma-detail/antibiotica-resistentie-abr/
http://www.zonmw.nl/abr
http://www.zonmw.nl/abr
http://www.zonmw.nl/abr
https://www.zonmw.nl/uploads/tx_vipublicaties/Prorammatekst_Antibiotica_Resistentie.pdf
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In the event of receiving a grant, results of the project are expected to be as FAIR as possible. They 

should be published in open access platforms, be implemented as far as possible and made available 

to public and end-users, as much as possible.  

 

Reuse of data 
By reuse of data we refer to existing data bases and resources. According to figure 1, that is 

developed under the ZonMw research data management (RDM) and FAIR data policy of ZonMw, data 

may mean several things. Within this call we refer to Biobank data (1) such as collections of 

biospecimens (e.g. blood, urine, etc.), bacteria or molecular derivatives (1a). We also refer to 

databases associated with these collections, which provide characteristics of the existing collections 

(1b). Furthermore, we refer to non-sample databases (2) and metadata (4) describing resources (e.g. 

content, codes, quality, etc). 

 

Figure 1. Details of categories of collections of biological material, databases and services  

 
 

 

Type of research eligible for funding 
 

Table 1. Type of research eligible for funding 

Type of research 

eligible for funding: 

Explanation: 

Implementation 

project 

 

We seek projects that focus on development or evaluation of 

implementation strategies to lower the ABR burden and possibly address 

impact and terms of antibiotic use. What is the best way to present specific 

ABR research results to ensure that end-users and policymakers will adopt 

them? We embrace projects to implement your evidence-based ABR 

approach in the best possible way. 

https://www.zonmw.nl/nl/onderzoek-resultaten/gezondheidsbescherming/resistentie/programmas/programma-detail/antibiotica-resistentie-abr/
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Gap analysis on 

implementation 

failure 

 

We seek projects that provide answers to the following questions: 

Why did the implementation efforts not result into adopting that promising 

ABR strategy? Why did professionals not embrace the ABR strategy 

provided? Why did policymakers or end-users not use your evidence-based 

approach of the ABR problem? Why did the expected impact not occur? 

Why has a promising strategy not been implemented? What needs to be 

done to successfully implement the evidence-based strategy?  

Desktop data analysis 

 

 

Retrieve additional information from existing datasets that will provide new 

insights, strengthen the original research goal or provide new / additional 

answers to the original research objectives. 

Laboratory data 

analysis (e.g. 

collections of 

biological material) 

 

Conduct extra laboratory analysis on existing collections of biological 

material such as bio-specimens, bacteria and molecular derivatives (etc.) 

and their associated data. Include the assessment of their quality and 

reusability. The proposal needs to indicate which analyses are planned and 

for what reason. A pilot study would also be fundable. 

Meta-analysis, 

systematic reviews or 

data integration and 

linkage studies 

Use existing data to get more evidence or new insights on ABR topics. 

Integrate the best research evidence with clinical expertise and patient 

values, to provide solid evidence.  

Or a combination of several research types mentioned above. 

 

 

Mandatory aspects of the project 
 

The following actions are mandatory in your research project, where applicable and suitable. 

 Improving the level of FAIRness of the existing dataset; 

 mapping the dataset into an international standard appropriate for your research community;  

 applying the ‘Biobanking data dictionary for bacteria’ of the Swiss Biobanking Platform for 

biological samples (item 1a in figure 1). 

 

For explanation see table 2 of this call. 

  

https://www.zonmw.nl/nl/onderzoek-resultaten/gezondheidsbescherming/resistentie/programmas/programma-detail/antibiotica-resistentie-abr/
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Table 2. Mandatory actions 

Action Explanation 

Improve the level of 

FAIRness of the 

existing dataset. 

 

Make your primary dataset(s) as much as possible Findable, Accessible, 

Interoperable and Re-usable (FAIR). Consider the FAIR principles and 

FAIRmetrics, and analyse the present level of FAIRness of your dataset. Select 

additional items from the FAIR principles and FAIRmetrics that are relevant to 

comply with.  

We ask you to provide an analysis-based improvement plan following the 

FAIR principles and FAIRmetrics to upgrade the dataset you will be using for 

your project. 

For more information on the FAIR principles see the ZonMw website, the 

GoFAIR website and the DTL website. 

Map the dataset 

into an international 

standard 

appropriate for your 

research 

community.  

We promote the use of internationally accepted standards to enhance the 

interoperability in the research community. 

 

For clinical datasets, use international standards for health terms, such as 

SNOMED CT, LOINC or the G-standard.  

Recently, an additional subset of data items (called the ‘Nederlandse 

labcodeset’) has been added to SNOMED CT to allow documentation of AMR 

specific information. When mapping your dataset, you should include these 

data items. 

 

For other types of datasets, other standards may be more appropriate.  

 

Please explain opportunities and feasibility for mapping your dataset into an 

accepted standard. If you consider your dataset to be interoperable in your 

research field, please explain why.  

 

For more information and links to useful websites, see Appendix 1 of this call. 

Apply the 

‘Biobanking data 

dictionary for 

bacteria’ of the 

Swiss Biobanking 

Platform for 

biological samples*. 

 

*1a in figure 1 

 

Defining the essential data linked to samples supports the goal of improving 

the quality of samples, making samples from different biobanks comparable 

and searchable (interoperability), promoting their exchange and enhancing 

visibility.  

 

The Swiss Biobanking Platform has established a standardised language to 

describe bacterial and tissue samples.  

 

If applicable, we require you to describe your biological samples in a 

standardised way, at least use the ‘mandatory’ elements from the available 

tool.  

 

For more information see the website of the Swiss Biobanking Platform: 

https://swissbiobanking.ch/dataset-bacteria/  

 

https://www.zonmw.nl/nl/onderzoek-resultaten/gezondheidsbescherming/resistentie/programmas/programma-detail/antibiotica-resistentie-abr/
https://www.zonmw.nl/en/research-and-results/fair-data-data-management/data-management-at-zonmw/fair-principles-fairmetrics/
https://www.go-fair.org/
https://www.dtls.nl/fair-data/
https://www.nictiz.nl/standaardisatie/terminologiecentrum/referentielijsten/nederlandse-labcodeset/
https://www.nictiz.nl/standaardisatie/terminologiecentrum/referentielijsten/nederlandse-labcodeset/
https://swissbiobanking.ch/dataset-bacteria/


                                                             Call for pre-proposals: Round 3 ABR 

 

5 

 

Excluded from funding 

What is NOT fundable in this call: 

- Fundamental research. 

- Research on other microorganisms than bacteria. 

- Collecting new bio-specimen from natural resources, such as blood, urine, soil, etc..  

 

ELIGIBILITY 
Institutions 

This call is open to research organisations and other entities registered in the Netherlands that 

address ABR issues or research on a non-commercial basis. More specifically, all organisations which 

have research project ideas addressing any or a combination of the One Health aspects of lowering 

the ABR burden are eligible. We welcome research institutes, hospitals and other care centres, 

veterinary practices, environmental organisations, etc. 

 

Collaboration 

The composition of the collaboration will be taken into account when assessing the project ideas. To 

increase the chance of implementation of the research results beyond the original research 

consortium, we strongly encourage a collaboration of at least two partners. Collaborations may 

involve researchers, policymakers, practitioners, patients and animal owners, end-users, and 

educational bodies. Collaborations between human, environmental and animal health(care) 

researchers, public-private partnerships, national or international collaboration and collaboration 

between different research areas are especially encouraged. Scientists with a background in arts, life 

sciences, social-economic sciences, and behavioural sciences performing research in the 

environmental, veterinary and/or agricultural domain are explicitly invited to submit or collaborate in 

(integrated) project ideas.  

We require an explanation on the added value of the partnership. 

 

Consortium and/or sponsorship agreement 

In the event of multiple project partners, a final draft of the consortium agreement (approved by all 

project partners, but not yet signed) will be required after your project proposal has been awarded a 

grant. ZonMw will assess and has to approve the arrangements made for compliance with the 

applicable European law on state aid and ZonMw’s general grant terms and conditions. 

In this consortium agreement, you need to specify at least all items as described under legal aspects 

on the ZonMw website and the ZonMw general terms and conditions. 

Sponsorship of a third party is allowed under the condition of a sound sponsorship agreement in 

which the role, involvement and financial commitments of the co-financing partner(s) are described. 

 

ZonMw reserves the right to reverse the grant decision if the consortium agreement and/or 

sponsorship agreement (proof of co-financing) are not established, or not acceptable under the 

European law on state aid and/or ZonMw’s general grant terms and conditions. 

 

If you have any questions on this matter, contact your intellectual property (IP), contract or legal 

advisor, who is likely to work at your organisation’s valorisation department or technology transfer 

https://www.zonmw.nl/nl/onderzoek-resultaten/gezondheidsbescherming/resistentie/programmas/programma-detail/antibiotica-resistentie-abr/
https://www.zonmw.nl/nl/over-zonmw/cofinanciering/juridische-aspecten-bij-samenwerken/
https://www.zonmw.nl/fileadmin/zonmw/documenten/Corporate/Engelse_website/Grant_Terms_and_Conditions_from_1st_July_2013.pdf
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office (TTO). ZonMw advises you to involve your IP, contract or legal specialist in your application at 

the earliest possible stage. 

 

EU State Aid Regulation 

Please pay attention to the following: 

In its Decision of 20 December 2011 on the application of Article 106(2) of the Treaty on the 

Functioning of the European Union (the “Treaty”) to State aid in the form of public service 

compensation granted to certain undertakings entrusted with the operation of services of general 

economic interest (notified under document C (2011) 9380), (2012/21/EU) (the “Decision”), the EU 

Commission declared that compensation for the delivery of public services by undertakings in charge 

of social services and by hospitals providing medical care can, subject to certain conditions, be 

deemed compatible with Article 106(2) of the Treaty. 

 

ZonMw has classified the economic activities mentioned in the section ‘Requirements’ as activities of 

public interest and will, before awarding the grant application for the selected projects, entrust the 

undertakings concerned with the delivery of these public services.  

The ZonMw decision1 in relation to the entrustment of a Service of General Economic Interest 

(“SGEI”) to an undertaking shall include, in particular:  

a) the content and duration of the public service obligations;  

b) the undertaking and, where applicable, the territory concerned; 

c) the nature of any exclusive or special rights assigned to the undertaking by the granting 

authority;  

d) a description of the compensation mechanism and the parameters for calculating, controlling 

and reviewing the compensation2;  

e) the arrangements for avoiding and recovering any overcompensation; and  

f) a reference to the Decision (EN) or (NL) 

 

For more detailed information you can check 

https://europadecentraal.nl/onderwerp/staatssteun/staatssteun-en-daeb/  

 

All partner organisations within the consortium need to indicate whether they have a separated 

account system for grant related activities next to the account system for their economical 

operation, according to the EU state aid regulations. 

 

Sums available 

The sum available in this third and final round of the programme ABR is 1,9 million euro. 

A maximum of 250.000 euro per project is available. Projects are bound to start in 2020 and should 

last for a maximum of 3 years for the more complex studies. Shorter and smaller projects are also 

eligible for funding. 

                                                           
1 A decision is a written decision rendered by ZonMw, which comprises a legal act in accordance with public law (Article 

1:3(1) of the General Administrative Law Act).  

 
2 General Terms and Conditions Governing Grants of ZonMw The Netherlands Organisation for Health Research and 

Development  

Applicable as from 1 July 2013 and other relevant documents as referred to in this call document. 

https://www.zonmw.nl/nl/onderzoek-resultaten/gezondheidsbescherming/resistentie/programmas/programma-detail/antibiotica-resistentie-abr/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32012D0021&from=EN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/NL/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32012D0021&rid=1
https://europadecentraal.nl/onderwerp/staatssteun/staatssteun-en-daeb/


                                                             Call for pre-proposals: Round 3 ABR 

 

7 

 

Where applicable, it is mandatory to reserve time and budget for the following: 

a) Improving the level of FAIRness of your existing database by complying with the FAIR 

principles; 

b) Mapping the dataset into internationally accepted standards, such as SNOMED CT, LOINC 

and/or the G-standard, including the items for AMR as specified in the ‘Nederlandse 

labcodeset’. 

c) Applying the biobanking data dictionary for bacteria of the Swiss Biobanking Platform to your 

biological samples, as far as possible. At least use the ‘mandatory’ elements from the available 

tool. 

 

Provide a detailed schedule in which it is mentioned what part of the budget will be used by each 

project partner and what it will be used for. Please use the specific budget format developed for this 

call. The standard ZonMw budget form will not be accepted. Please note: Once you have opened the 

Excel file, it may take a while to load. 

 

Mandatory “Bring your own data” (BYOD) workshop 

In order to provide guidance for improving the existing data according to the requirements of this 

call, ZonMw will organise in cooperation with Dutch Techcentre for Life Sciences a “Bring you own 

data” workshop. The workshop will be held approximately four months after the grant decision. 

Project leaders are obliged to attend this BYOD workshop. For general information please visit: 

https://www.dtls.nl/fair-data/byod/. Detailed information will be sent in due time. 

 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA  
Your application will be assessed on relevance and quality of the proposed project in relation to the 

budget. Any perceived indistinctness may be subject for a rebuttal from your side. 

The relevance and quality criteria are listed below.  

 

Relevance criteria  

Specific criteria 

a. Lower the ABR burden in the Netherlands 

Please elaborate on how and to what extent the results of your project will contribute to reduce 

the burden of antibiotic resistance in the Netherlands? How will implementation lower the 

burden of ABR? What is the added value of implementation failure analysis? Is the importance of 

the subject addressed thoroughly in the project idea?  

 

b. Taking it a step further 

What is the added value of this study on already existing knowledge on ABR? To what other 

studies does this project relate to and how is this project taking existing data a step further in the 

challenge to lower the ABR burden?  

 

  

https://www.zonmw.nl/nl/onderzoek-resultaten/gezondheidsbescherming/resistentie/programmas/programma-detail/antibiotica-resistentie-abr/
https://www.zonmw.nl/fileadmin/zonmw/documenten/Gezondheidsbescherming/Budget_form_2019_ABR-R3.xlsx
https://www.dtls.nl/
https://www.dtls.nl/fair-data/byod/
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c. Dataset(s) and collections of biological materials 

For taking research a step further, the datasets and/or collections that you plan to use must be 

relevant, sound and of good quality. You must therefore provide detailed information about the 

type of existing dataset and/or collection in order to show that it is relevant and suitable for the 

research you are planning. In addition, you should describe the quality assessment you made to 

determine whether the dataset and/or collection is fit for reuse. 

Where applicable, describe the relevance and suitability of your existing dataset along the 

following questions. Use the form for the mandatory attachment under this link. 

 

1. What was the original purpose of the existing dataset / collection?  

2. Why and where was/were these collections / dataset(s) collected in the first place? 

3. In what study /studies were the data used? Please provide the publication(s). 

4. Who is the owner of the existing data or knowledge (background intellectual property)? 

5. Where are these data stored / located?  

6. Do you have permission through informed consent of the participants to use these data for 

further research?  

7. Do you have permission from the owner of the dataset/collection to use these data for 

further research?  

8. And are these permissions available to you? If not, how do you plan to arrange this? 

9. Is the data ‘fit for purpose’? 

a. Why will you use this specific dataset? How relevant is/are this dataset(s) for your 

project idea? 

b. To what extent are the data complete and usable in relation to your project idea? 

c. Please provide a power analysis for you project objective(s) in relation to the size of 

the used dataset. 

10. To what extent do/does the dataset(s) comply to the FAIR principles? 

11. How will you (re)use the data and how easy would that be? Is the data input ‘open’; will it 

be possible to change, adapt and improve the data for your project? How much work would 

that be? 

12. What standard / data dictionary (‘language’) is used to record the existing dataset(s) / 

collection(s)? Has an international standard been used?  

13. To what extent would it be possible and feasible to map the dataset into the international 

standard language SNOMED CT and/or LOINC, including the items for AMR as defined in the 

‘Nederlandse labcodeset’, or into another appropriate standard internationally accepted in 

your line of research? 

14. How much time and effort would it take to apply the Biobanking data dictionary for bacteria 

of the Swiss Biobanking Platform to your bacterial dataset? 

 

For assessing the FAIRness of your data, you could use one the following tools: 

- FAIRshake https://fairshake.cloud/ 

- ELIXIR Data Stewardship Wizard tool https://ds-wizard.org/  

- PurplePolarBear https://fairbearservices.com/ 

- Or use the FAIR metrics and score by hand www.force11.org/group/fairgroup/fairprinciples  

 

https://www.zonmw.nl/nl/onderzoek-resultaten/gezondheidsbescherming/resistentie/programmas/programma-detail/antibiotica-resistentie-abr/
https://www.zonmw.nl/fileadmin/zonmw/documenten/Gezondheidsbescherming/Mandatory_attachment_PI.docx
https://www.rivm.nl/antibioticaresistentie/eenheid-van-taal-in-antibioticaresistentie
https://fairshake.cloud/
https://ds-wizard.org/
https://fairbearservices.com/
https://www.force11.org/group/fairgroup/fairprinciples


                                                             Call for pre-proposals: Round 3 ABR 

 

9 

 

General criteria 

d. Diversity 

ZonMw has a number of general diversity spearheads: gender, migration and cultural background, 

socio-economic situation, level of education, age, sexual orientation, and the patient or consumer 

perspectives (the collaboration with the ultimate target group). Please describe to what extent 

these elements have a place in your project plan, and why it is relevant for the project, or not. 

 

e. Application of ICT and eHealth 

ZonMw takes a broad view of the use of ICT in healthcare. We interpret this as the use of eHealth 

applications, domotics, robotics, and also data storage using ICT. Points to consider in respect of 

ICT applications and ICT standards in research are: 

- Participation,  

- Applicability, 

- Substitution of existing health processes and services, 

- Sustainability, 

- Privacy and cyber security, 

- Use of ICT standards, 

- Public availability. 

How do these points of consideration apply to your project? 

 

f. Training and education 

The best way to ensure that knowledge is applicable and actually applied in training is for it to be 

developed in interaction between researchers, educators and practitioners/end-users. How do 

you plan to ensure such interactions to take place? Which results from your project or study will 

be likely to be used for training or education purposes? 

 

g. Stakeholders, patients and/or end-users 

ZonMw endeavours to get stakeholders such as end target groups, patients or end-users with 

‘experience expertise’ involved in projects at an early stage. By ‘involvement’, we mean 

consulting, seeking advice, collaborating with and/or allowing stakeholders to make or influence 

decisions concerning projects. Provide in your project idea who are the potential stakeholders 

and/or end-users. Also indicate if and how you will involve them in your project. 

 

h. Applicability 

By applicability we mean the implementation and use of results or products by practitioners or in 

policymaking. How will the results of your project be implemented to provide assistance, 

knowledge or evidence for strategies that will help lower the burden of ABR? 

 

For more information on relevance criteria, go to www.zonmw.nl/relevantiecriteria.  

 

  

https://www.zonmw.nl/nl/onderzoek-resultaten/gezondheidsbescherming/resistentie/programmas/programma-detail/antibiotica-resistentie-abr/
http://www.zonmw.nl/relevantiecriteria
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Quality criteria 

i. Objective and research question or aim 

This will be assessed on the basis of clarity, scope and originality. 

1. Clarity. The description of the project and its objective must result in a concrete and verifiable 

research question. For development and implementation projects, the description of the 

project and its objective must result in a concrete and practically feasible task. Is your 

application clear, understandable and specific? 

2. Scope. Is there a clear and verifiable problem definition / assignment, consistent with the 

objective? Is adequate underpinning theoretical evidence provided? Which knowledge and 

experience is already available and what will the application add to this? 

3. Originality. A subsidy application may not duplicate previous or current projects, unless 

repetition has added value, for example in the case of broader implementation of an 

previously funded project. 

 

j. Data Management Plan 

Open Science is a spearhead of ZonMw and therefore a data management plan (DMP) is a 

mandatory part of a funded project. In this call, the DMP will be divided into two parts:  

Part A: an improvement plan for existing data 

Part B: a DMP for the generated data from the funded project. 

In part A, the applicant who will submit a full proposal is required to generate a preliminary 

improvement plan for the existing data based on an analysis of the quality of these data and/or 

collections. The applicant will be asked to elaborate on the questions in section c of the 

‘Relevance criteria’. A detailed outline for this DMP part A will be provided in the second stage of 

the call.  

Part B will be required after a project has been granted. Details for this DMP part B will be 

provided in due time. You are advised to contact your data management officer at an early stage, 

preferably in the project idea phase. 

 

k. Plan of action 

The plan of action must be clear and adequate for the research question or task statement 

intended. Describe the methods chosen and analyses you intend to perform, including the 

theoretical and/or empirical substantiation. Is the plan coherent, understandable, clear and 

repeatable? Does your power analysis justify your approach? Explain in the plan of action whether 

and how the existing data files are used (partially). In the project plan, also describe how the data 

will be available afterwards, in accordance with the standards for findability, accessibility, 

interoperability and sustainable storage. This applies to digital data as well as to biological 

material or visual data. 

 

l. Project group or person 

The experience and scientific productivity of the project partners in recent years and the impact 

they have had is assessed to determine the quality of the project group. You are therefore urged 

to clearly state in the application the education, expertise, experience and specialisation of all of 

the project partners. In relation to scientific productivity it may be worth mentioning 

https://www.zonmw.nl/nl/onderzoek-resultaten/gezondheidsbescherming/resistentie/programmas/programma-detail/antibiotica-resistentie-abr/
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publications, reports, guidelines, protocols, interventions, etc. Another indicator is earlier 

acquired subsidies and (inter)national contacts with colleagues and target groups. Please note 

that ZonMw also encourages promising new talent to send in ideas for projects or to participate 

in consortia. 

 

m. Feasibility 

From the project plan it must be plausible that the aim of the project will be achieved within the 

proposed time with the available expertise, manpower, facilities and resources. Please describe 

supporting and limiting factors. Concrete involvement of parties, target groups and intermediary 

target groups should be ensured, if applicable. Provide a schedule in which it is mentioned what 

part of the budget is for which consortium partner and what it will be used for. 

 

For more information on these criteria, see the procedure booklet. 

 

PROCEDURE & TIMETABLE 

Information session 
On July 17th, 2019, ZonMw will provide the opportunity to get more in depth information on this call 

and its criteria. The session will take place at ZonMw and will be held from 13:30 till 16:30 hours. This 

information session is optional for potential applicants but it is strongly recommended to attend this 

meeting if you have any intension to send in a project idea. We also recommend to bring your data 

management officer/data steward along to this information session. 

 

In this session, we will pay attention to: 

- Purpose of the call tackling the ABR burden, 

- The FAIR principles and how to improve FAIRness, 

- Using standards to map databases, 

- Any other questions relating to this call. 

 

This session will be organised in collaboration with experts on the issues mentioned above.  

 

Please register for this information session by sending an email to abr@zonmw.nl with the title 

‘Registration information session ABR round 3’. Indicate your name and organisation. 

 

Application 
When writing your project idea, please take the following into account: 

- Your application must be written in English.  

- Please make sure details on education, expertise, experience and specialisation of all project 

partners are provided. 

- Project ideas and full applications must comply with the ZonMw grant terms and conditions.  

- Reserve part of your project budget for communication and implementation. Include this in 

your budget projection. ZonMw generally advises 5%. 

- Reserve part of your project budget for open access publication. Include this in your budget 

projection. 

https://www.zonmw.nl/nl/onderzoek-resultaten/gezondheidsbescherming/resistentie/programmas/programma-detail/antibiotica-resistentie-abr/
https://www.zonmw.nl/fileadmin/documenten/Corporate/Procedurebrochure_ZonMw_aanvragers_v3.pdf
mailto:abr@zonmw.nl
https://www.zonmw.nl/fileadmin/zonmw/documenten/Corporate/Engelse_website/Grant_Terms_and_Conditions_from_1st_July_2013.pdf
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- Every application must be accompanied by a budget projection. Please use the specific 

budget format for this call (Please note: Once you have opened the Excel file, it may take a 

while to load.). In case you are invited to submit a complete application, the total amount 

requested may not exceed the amount specified in the project idea by more than 15%.  

 

Required attachments to be submitted by the applicant: 

Your assessment of the existing datasets, along the line of questions mentioned under specific 

criteria part c. of this call text; “Dataset(s) and collections of biological materials”. Please use the 

document in this link. 

 

Assessment procedure 
For the procedures for assessing project ideas and grant applications, please see the Procedure 

booklet for applicants.  

In the project idea phase of the evaluation process, a programme committee will assess the 

relevance and the proposed budget of the applications.  

 

In the full proposal stage, independent reviewers will assess the quality and budget of the project. 

External data experts will also assess the quality of the existing datasets, your FAIR-ness assessment 

and your plan to make the original and the generated data even more FAIR according to the FAIR 

principles. 

 

You will be given a chance to rebut any unclear aspects of the application that the reviewers and the 

external data experts might encounter. The programme committee will then assess the complete 

application, the assessment and the rebuttal and will advise ZonMw on the funding. 

 

Reviewer suggestions 
Provide at least 3 to 5 reviewers from the international arena that you see fit to assess the quality of 

your and comparable project idea(s) and who are not in any way involved in your project. 

 

Timetable 
Information session on the call 17 July 2019; 13:30 – 16:30 hours CET at 

ZonMw in The Hague 

Deadline for submission of project idea 10 September 2019 ; 14:00 hours CET 

Committee’s recommendation received by Beginning of December 2019 

Deadline for submission of grant application 11 February 2020; 14:00 hours CET 

Reviewers’ comments received by 16 March 2020 

Deadline for submission of rebuttal 30 March 2020; 12:00 hours CET 

Decision End June 2020 

Deadline for start of project October 2020 

Mandatory for project leaders; 

Bring your own data workshop  

October 2020  

[specific date will be determined later]  

 

  

https://www.zonmw.nl/nl/onderzoek-resultaten/gezondheidsbescherming/resistentie/programmas/programma-detail/antibiotica-resistentie-abr/
https://www.zonmw.nl/fileadmin/zonmw/documenten/Gezondheidsbescherming/Budget_form_2019_ABR-R3.xlsx
https://www.zonmw.nl/fileadmin/zonmw/documenten/Gezondheidsbescherming/Budget_form_2019_ABR-R3.xlsx
https://www.zonmw.nl/fileadmin/zonmw/documenten/Gezondheidsbescherming/Mandatory_attachment_PI.docx
https://www.zonmw.nl/en/news-and-funding/funding/procedure/
https://www.zonmw.nl/en/news-and-funding/funding/procedure/
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Additional information 
For more information, check the our website http://www.zonmw.nl/abr (Dutch) or 

https://www.zonmw.nl/en/research-and-results/infectious-diseases-and-resistant-

bacteria/antimicrobial-resistance/ (English) which are updated regularly. 

 

References to the databases and collections of biological material that will be used and produced in 

funded projects in this call will be integrated in an upcoming overview. In a joint effort 

by JPIAMR and VALUE-Dx, ZonMw is currently coordinating the development of an overview of 

collections of biological material, databases and services relevant for AMR research.  

 

SUBMISSION 

Submitting your proposal (via ProjectNet) 
All applications must be submitted online, and in accordance with the guidelines, via ZonMw’s online 

application system (ProjectNet). The deadline for submission is 14.00h on 10 September 2019. 

 

Tips 
If you have never worked with ProjectNet before, you will first need to register as a new user. See 

the manual for instructions on how to make an account. 

For more information, see  on the ProjectNet page. 

 

You are advised, before submitting your application online, to print out a PDF of your application and 

check it for any irregularities. If you have first produced your application as a Word document and 

then copied it to ProjectNet, you may find that some symbols (such as quotation marks) have not 

been converted properly. This cannot be corrected in ProjectNet. 

 

Consent for full grant application  
NOTE: This section is only applicable for the second stage of the call! 

Immediately after submitting your full proposal – in the second stage of this call – you will be 

redirected to the ‘Verklaring akkoord indienen subsidieaanvraag’ (Consent to submission of grant 

application). This form should be signed by the administrative responsible person and the main 

applicant, and e-mailed to ZonMw via abr@zonmw.nl, with subject: “Akkoord verklaring ABR ronde 

3”. The form must be received no later than one week after online submission of the full proposal.  

 

INQUIERIES 
General inquiries 
For questions on this call, please contact: 

Linda van Gaalen (senior programme manager) at +31 (0)70 349 51 57 

Yara ten Pas (programme officer) at +31 (0)70 349 5435 

 

Or via email: abr@zonmw.nl with subject: “Question round 3 ABR”. Please leave a (mobile) phone 

number so we can get back to you. 

 

  

https://www.zonmw.nl/nl/onderzoek-resultaten/gezondheidsbescherming/resistentie/programmas/programma-detail/antibiotica-resistentie-abr/
http://www.zonmw.nl/abr
https://www.zonmw.nl/en/research-and-results/infectious-diseases-and-resistant-bacteria/antimicrobial-resistance/
https://www.zonmw.nl/en/research-and-results/infectious-diseases-and-resistant-bacteria/antimicrobial-resistance/
https://www.jpiamr.eu/
https://www.zonmw.nl/nl/actueel/nieuws/detail/item/zonmw-participates-in-the-public-private-partnership-value-dx-to-fight-antimicrobial-resistance/
https://projectnet.zonmw.nl/projectnet/servlet/projectnet
https://www.zonmw.nl/fileadmin/zonmw/documenten/Corporate/Subsidies/ProjectNet_Toelichting.pdf
mailto:abr@zonmw.nl
mailto:abr@zonmw.nl
http://pnhelp.zonmw.nl/index.php?bron=projectnet&onderdeel=home&taal=nl
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Technical issues 
If you have any technical queries about using ZonMw’s online application system (ProjectNet), you 

may contact the helpdesk from Monday to Friday between 08.00 and 17.00 on +31 (0)70 349 5178, 

or mail projectnet@zonmw.nl. Please include your telephone number in your email so that our 

support staff can call you if necessary. 

 

Downloads and links 
- Grant terms and conditions 

- Procedure booklet for applicants 

- Budget projection and the specific budget format 

- Mandatory attachment for your project idea application 

 

APPENDICES 

Appendix 1 - List of useful links 
The FAIR Principles; https://www.go-fair.org/fair-principles/  

 

‘FAIR Guiding Principles for scientific data management and stewardship’ were published in Scientific 

Data in 2016. https://www.nature.com/articles/sdata201618. 

 

For assessing the FAIRness of your data, you could use one the following tools: 

- FAIRshake https://fairshake.cloud/ 

- ELIXIR Data Stewardship Wizard tool https://ds-wizard.org/ 

- PurplePolarBear https://fairbearservices.com/ 

- Or use the FAIR metrics and score by hand www.force11.org/group/fairgroup/fairprinciples  

 

International codes and standards information: 

- https://www.rivm.nl/antibioticaresistentie/eenheid-van-taal-in-antibioticaresistentie 

- https://www.nictiz.nl/standaardisatie/terminologiecentrum/referentielijsten/nederlandse-

labcodeset/ 

- https://www.nictiz.nl/whitepapers/hoe-plukt-u-de-vruchten-van-loinc-snomed-ct-en-ucum-

2/  

- www.overzichtstandaarden.nl  

- http://www.snomed.org/ 

- https://loinc.org/  

- https://www.nictiz.nl/standaarden/g-standaard/  

- https://www.nictiz.nl/standaardisatie/terminologiecentrum/snomed-ct/ 

- https://www.nictiz.nl/standaarden/loinc/  

- https://fairsharing.org/ 

- https://swissbiobanking.ch/dataset-bacteria/ 

 

 

https://www.zonmw.nl/nl/onderzoek-resultaten/gezondheidsbescherming/resistentie/programmas/programma-detail/antibiotica-resistentie-abr/
mailto:projectnet@zonmw.nl
http://www.zonmw.nl/subsidiebepalingen
https://www.zonmw.nl/en/news-and-funding/funding/procedure/
http://www.zonmw.nl/voorwaardenenfinancien
https://www.zonmw.nl/fileadmin/zonmw/documenten/Gezondheidsbescherming/Budget_form_2019_ABR-R3.xlsx
https://www.zonmw.nl/fileadmin/zonmw/documenten/Gezondheidsbescherming/Mandatory_attachment_PI.docx
https://www.go-fair.org/fair-principles/
http://www.nature.com/articles/sdata201618
https://www.nature.com/articles/sdata201618
https://fairshake.cloud/
https://ds-wizard.org/
https://fairbearservices.com/
https://www.force11.org/group/fairgroup/fairprinciples
https://www.rivm.nl/antibioticaresistentie/eenheid-van-taal-in-antibioticaresistentie
https://www.nictiz.nl/standaardisatie/terminologiecentrum/referentielijsten/nederlandse-labcodeset/
https://www.nictiz.nl/standaardisatie/terminologiecentrum/referentielijsten/nederlandse-labcodeset/
https://www.nictiz.nl/whitepapers/hoe-plukt-u-de-vruchten-van-loinc-snomed-ct-en-ucum-2/
https://www.nictiz.nl/whitepapers/hoe-plukt-u-de-vruchten-van-loinc-snomed-ct-en-ucum-2/
http://www.overzichtstandaarden.nl/
http://www.snomed.org/
https://loinc.org/
https://www.nictiz.nl/standaarden/g-standaard/
https://www.nictiz.nl/standaardisatie/terminologiecentrum/snomed-ct/
https://www.nictiz.nl/standaarden/loinc/
https://fairsharing.org/
https://swissbiobanking.ch/dataset-bacteria/

